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We systematically reviewed the literature on corruption in international business (137 articles) for the last 17

E00 years between 1992 and 2019. Additionally, we identified seven research streams in this growing literature: (1)
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corruption on firms, (5) the political environment and corruption, (6) corruption as a challenge to existing
theories of management, and (7) the effect of corruption on foreign direct investment and trade. Based on this
review, we recommend that strong international laws are needed to minimize the negative impact of corruption

on international business. Firms must also consider corruption when formulating strategies to increase opera-
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tional efficiency and performance. Finally, corruption challenges some key assumptions of existing theories of
management. Scholars need to test and expand these existing theories by considering corruption as an important
issue in international business.

1. Introduction

Corruption is a multidisciplinary subject that scholars from different
fields and disciplines have examined and analyzed. There are studies
about corruption in many disciplines such as law (Mijares, 2015), fi-
nance (Pantzalis, Chul, & Sutton, 2008; Rose-Ackerman, 2002), eco-
nomics (Brada, Drabek, & Perez, 2012; He, Xie, & Zhu, 2015), ac-
counting (Everett, Neu, & Rahaman, 2007), and international business
(Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016). However, research on corruption in interna-
tional business was almost non-existent before the globalization of
business in the 1980s and 1990s. Globalization prompted international
business researchers to investigate and discuss the context, dimensions,
models, and theories about corruption as well as its association with
foreign direct investment. The first paper on corruption in international
business was published in 1992, and a considerable amount of litera-
ture has accumulated on the topic during the last 17 years (see Fig. 2).
However, much of this literature is scattered in numerous areas and
directions. Therefore, we maintain that a systematic, in-depth review
that summarizes our current knowledge is essential.

In an effort to capture the richness of the literature on corruption in
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international business, we conducted a systematic, comprehensive lit-
erature review for the last 17 years between 1992 and June 2019 using
bibliometric citation analysis (Fetscherin, Voss, & Gugler, 2010; White,
Guldiken, Hemphill, He, & Sharifi Khoobdeh, 2016) and content ana-
lysis (Paul & Benito, 2018; Paul, Parthasarathy, & Gupta, 2017). This
literature review is unique in terms of its objectives and methods, and
explores several research questions: (1) What is the domain of corrup-
tion in international business? (2) What are the leading research
streams? (3) What are the most influential perspectives in the literature
in terms of key journals, articles, methods, data sources, measurements,
and theoretical frameworks? (4) How does the literature synthesize
corruption in international business? (5) What are the future research
directions? As a result of our investigation, we identified 7 research
streams, 6 areas in which there are gaps in our knowledge, and 14
future research questions.
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Table 1
Key terms and process of selecting the sample.
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(1)-Key terms entered into the HistCite software ((HistCite - Glossary, 2018)

Term Sign Concept/Definition
Total global citation (TGC) TGC is the number of times an article is cited by any other articles that are available on the WoS database.
Total local citation (TLC) TLC is the number of times an article is cited by the same literature sample (in our case, the 137 articles mentioned

above).
Total number of articles published on the subject  (PCIB)

PCIB is the total number of articles published on corruption
in international business.

(2)- The process of selecting the sample from the ISI Web of Knowledge

Seventeen keywords for corruption

Search in combination with the following words

(1) Corruption, (2) Bribe, (3) Bribery, (4) Abuse, (5) Crime, (6) Criminal, (7) Degradation, (8) Extortion, (9)
Falsification, (10) Fraud, (11) Graft, (12) Manipulating, (13) Manipulation, (14) Misconduct, (15) Misconduct,

(16) misrepresentation, and (17) wrongdoing.

Filters applied to search in the ISI Web of Knowledge
(1) Search filters

(2) Paper type and language

(3) Period of search

International Business, Multinational Enterprise,
Multinational Corporation, MNEs, MNCs.

Topic (Search keywords in “Title, keywords, and Abstract”)
Articles and English.
1950 to June 2019 (1°** paper published in 1992 on the subject)

Note: The table lists the terms used to search the database to obtain the sample, and the data entered into the HistCite software.

2. A taxonomy of corruption in international business
2.1. The definition of corruption

Synthesizing the literature, we define corruption as “an illegal ac-
tivity (bribery, fraud, financial crime, abuse, falsification, favoritism,
nepotism, manipulation, etc.) conducted through misuse of authority or
power by public (government) or private (firms) officeholders for private
gain and benefit, financial or otherwise.” Our definition of corruption
captures three important characteristics of corruption in the interna-
tional business context. The first is that the person or firm is conducting
some form of illegal activity. The second is that the person or firm is
misusing power or authority in violation of existing rules and regula-
tions or acting beyond legal limits. The third characteristic is that the
person or firm is using a position of power to reap personal benefits
(financial or otherwise) instead of benefiting the nation or the share-
holders. Our definition is intended to be inclusive of all forms of cor-
ruption, including bribery, fraud, financial crimes, abuse, falsification,
favoritism, nepotism, manipulation, and misrepresentation by public or
private officials, domestically or internationally, in a social, business, or
governmental context.

2.2. Types and causes of corruption

Different types of corruption are documented in the literature and
include public corruption (Pontell & Geis, 2007), private corruption
(Argandona, 2003), pervasive corruption, and arbitrary corruption
(Rodriguez, Uhlenbruck, & Eden, 2005). Public corruption is further
divided into four types: petty vs. grand corruption (Elliott, 1997) and
organized vs. unorganized corruption (Shleifer & Vishny, 1993).

Public corruption can be defined as an illegal activity conducted by a
government official, bureaucrat, or politician that involves the offer or
receipt of financial or non-financial benefits by other government or
private persons. Public corruption is classified as petty when small gifts
or favors are exchanged, and as grand when large sums of money are
exchanged. Public corruption is further classified as organized when it
is planned, and the individuals or firms involved must pay a lump sum,
and as unorganized when it is unplanned, and the individuals or firms
involved pay an unspecified sum at every step of the illegal activity. In
contrast to public corruption, private corruption can be defined as an
illegal activity conducted by an employee, manager, or firm that in-
volves the offer or receipt of benefits by other private or government
persons. Private corruption is classified as pervasive when the employee

or manager can be certain of the necessity for bribery when dealing
with government officials, and as arbitrary otherwise (Cuervo-Cazurra,
2016, p. 38).

Corruption can originate from either the “demand side” (the re-
cipients of the bribe) or the “supply side” (the givers of the bribe)
(Heimann & Boswell, 1998). Public and private corruption are asso-
ciated with the demand side and supply side, respectively. In the in-
ternational business context, Cuervo-Cazurra (2016) suggests that the
demand-side incentives of government officials be distinguished from
the supply-side incentives of managers. Everett, Neu, and Rahaman
(2006) maintain that the demand side of corruption is the activity of a
few “rotten eggs” that takes place at the individual level due to “re-
source scarcity.” Hamir (1999) shows that private corruption originates
at the organizational level when good governance procedures and
proper oversight are lacking. Caiden, Dwivedi, and Jabbra (2001) argue
that both public and private corruption are endemic in individualistic
societies where people are not exposed to traditional or collectivistic
norms and education. Furthermore, they provide evidence that supply-
side corruption in foreign investment commonly involves foreign in-
vestors who offer bribes to government officials.

3. Methods

To conduct this review, we adopted a unique approach that coupled
bibliometric citation analysis (Bahoo, Alon, & Paltrinieri, 2019;
Fetscherin et al., 2010; Iddy & Alon, 2019; Naatu & Alon, 2019; White
et al., 2016) and content analysis (Paul & Benito, 2018; Paul & Rosado-
Serrano, 2019; Paul & Singh, 2017; Paul et al., 2017; Rosado-Serrano,
Paul, & Dikova, 2018). Price (1965) first championed bibliometric
analysisto explore the relationships between articles based on the
number of citations (Kim & McMillan, 2008), using the article as the
basic unit of analysis (Alon, Anderson, Munim, & Ho, 2018). We used
HistCite software for the bibliometric analysis. We present the key
terms related to the bibliometric analysis in Table 1. Content analysis,
which is an accepted methodology in the social sciences (Ahmed,
Bahoo, Aslam, & Qureshi, 2020; Bahoo, Saeed, Igbal, & Nawaz, 2018;
Gaur & Kumar, 2018), classifies textual material by reducing it to more
relevant, manageable bits of data (Weber, 1990). Our method, illu-
strated in Fig. 1, involves three steps: sample selection and data col-
lection, analysis, and results (Gomezelj, 2016).
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Step.1. Selection of database: ISI Web of Knowledge. Step. 2. Article searched
through keywords (See Table 1): (i) sample period; 1950 to June 2019 (1st paper
published in 1992), (ii) search resulted in 322 articles. Step.3. Exclusion of
irrelevant articles: (i) two independent researchers conducted review, (ii) final
sample of 137 articles.

; Sample Selection
and Data
Collection

Stage.1. Identification of research streams (Bibliometric co-citation analysis

through HistCite software). Stage.2. The impactful perspective of literature
(Bibliometrics and Content analyses) Stage.3. Presentation of a Synthesis of
literature (Content analysis) Stage 4. Identification of propositions and future
research questions (Bibliometrics and Content analyses).

Fig. 1. Methodological approach.

3.1. Sample selection and data collection

Our data collection involves three steps. First, we selected the
journals from which to collect articles and citation data on the subject.
To avoid selection bias in considering only top-ranked or international
business journals (Terjesen, Hessels, & Li, 2013), we searched all of the
journals that are listed on the ISI Web of Knowledge (henceforth WoS)
database. The WoS consists of five databases covering several dis-
ciplines and provides citation data about articles dating back to 1950
(Alon et al., 2018).

The second step was to choose the sample period and the search
technique. We searched all of the articles on corruption in international
business published between 1950 and June 2019 using a variety of
keywords. By following Alon et al. (2018), Fetscherin et al. (2010), and
White et al. (2016), we used 17 keywords for corruption in combination
with words such as “international business, multinational enterprises,
multinational corporations, MNEs, and MNCs” to cover the complete lit-
erature on the topic. Table 1 lists the 17 keywords for corruption and
key filters applied to search the literature. These searches yielded 322
articles of potential interest that we examined cursorily to confirm their
relevance.

In the third step, two independent researchers read through and

critically examined the 322 articles using the following criteria: the
article must explicitly state that it is about corruption in international
business, and it must address the subject in a non-trivial and non-
marginal way. After excluding irrelevant articles, our resulting dataset
contained 137 articles. The first paper to address corruption in inter-
national business explicitly was published in 1992. As Fig. 2 illustrates,
there has been continuous growth in the literature.

3.2. Analysis

We utilized various complementary tests such as (1) co-citation
analysis, (2) citation analysis, and (3) content analysis during four
stages of analysis. In the first stage, we identified research streams in
the literature through bibliometric co-citation analysis (Dzikowski,
2018; Fetscherin et al., 2010; @yna & Alon, 2018; Paltrinieri, Hassan,
Bahoo, & Khan, 2019). We used the HistCite software program, which
accepts citation data as inputs and provides several outputs, for bib-
liometric analysis. In the second stage, we identified influential aspects
of the literature, such as key journals, articles, methods, data sources,
measurements of corruption, and theoretical frameworks (Rosado-
Serrano et al., 2018). In the third stage, we created a taxonomy and
synthesis of the literature on corruption in international business

Total Articles on Corruption in IB=137
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Fig. 2. Publications on corruption in IB between 1950 to June 2019*. *The first article on subject published in 1992.
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Fig. 3. Citation map of the literature on corruption in IB. The HistCite software is used to create map. *76 articles form this map. For details see Table Al.

(Carvalho, Isnard, De Almeida, & Rosa, 2014). Finally, through our
analysis, we presented propositions and questions for future research
(Fernando & Serra, 2014; Paul & Benito, 2018).

4. Results

4.1. Co-citation mapping: Research streams in the literature on corruption
in international business

Co-citation mapping is the mapping of top-cited papers in relation
to the papers that cite them (Alon et al., 2018). Co-citation mapping is
conducted through HistCite software. We established the criteria to
identify the mapping by following Alon et al. (2018), Apriliyanti and
Alon (2017), and @yna and Alon (2018). However, the criteria depend
on the nature of the subject and the growth of the literature. Therefore,
we utilized a two-level procedure. First, to be included in the mapping,
an article must have a minimum of one total local citation (TLC = 1).
We identified 37 influential articles as a subsample. We then included
all articles that cited these 37 influential articles in the mapping. As a
result, we added 39 more papers to the subsample. Thus, the co-citation
map has 76 articles, details of which appear in Table Al (Fig. 3).

In Fig. 3, articles, represented by nodes, are positioned along the
horizontal axis, and years of publication are positioned along the ver-
tical axis. Co-citation linkages are depicted by lines that connect the
nodes, and citing vs. cited articles are indicated by arrows. The size of
the node reflects the magnitude of influence of an article based on total
local citations received (TLC). In our citation map, the largest nodes are
20 (i.e., Rodriguez et al., 2005), 21 (Sanyal, 2005), 24 (Uhlenbruck,
Rodriguez, Doh, & Eden, 2006), and 14 (Doh, Rodriguez, Uhlenbruck,
Collins, & Eden, 2003).

We then asked two independent researchers to conduct the content
analysis of the subsample of 76 articles. The content analysis consists of
a critical review of each article’s title, author, journal, research question
(s), theory, data sources, variables, category, and key findings (Ahmed,
Bahoo, & Ayub, 2019; Bahoo, Hassan, Paltrinieri, & Khan, 2019;
Salipante, Notz, & Bigelow, 1982). As a result of this content analysis,
combined with our bibliometric analysis, we were able to identify seven
distinctly but interrelated research streams in the literature on

corruption in international business: (1) the legislation against it, (2) its
determinants, (3) combating it, (4) its effect on firms, (5) the political
environment and corruption in international business, (6) corruption as
a challenge to existing theories of management in international busi-
ness, and (7) corruption’s effect on foreign direct investments and trade
(see Fig. 3). We were also able to identify some outliers, namely, arti-
cles not cited by other articles but whose content fits in one or more of
the research streams (1, 3, 36, 114, 105, 12, 102, 91, 60, and 15). We
discuss these articles in their relevant research streams. The numbers
refer to Fig. 3. However, there are two articles cited by other articles
but whose content does not fit in any of the research streams (102 and
115) (Jiménez & Bjorvatn, 2018). Lord and Levi (2017) (no. 102 in
Fig. 3) and Karhunen, Kosonen, Mccarthy, and Puffer (2018) (no. 115 in
Fig. 3) discuss the financial aspects of corruption related to money
laundering and corrupt exchanges in Chinese Guanxi and Russian Blat/
Svyazi, respectively. We now discuss the seven research streams.

4.1.1. The legislation against corruption in international business

In the 1990s, corruption emerged as a global political issue with
dire implications for international business (Kaikati, Sullivan, Virgo,
Carr, & Virgo, 2000) and remained a persistent problem despite the
passage of national and international legislation to control it (Nichols,
2012). Everett et al. (2006) (no. 23 in Fig. 3) argue that existing anti-
corruption laws need to be updated by all relevant regulatory bodies.
The United States was the first country to pass laws prohibiting cor-
ruption by individuals or firms, namely, the 1977 Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act (FCPA) (Hotchkiss, 1998) (no. 4 in Fig. 3). However, Klaw
(2012) (no. 60 in Fig. 3) maintains that the FCPA is unable to prevent
and punish demand-side corruption in business transactions. Kaikati
et al. (2000) (no. 9 in Fig. 3) have recommended that the OECD
broaden the scope of the FCPA and adopt the amended version in full.
In 1997, for the first time, the UN, OECD, and EU convened to discuss
passing legislation against bribery and corruption (Mijares, 2015) (no.
80 in Fig. 3). The guidelines of the UN’s 1996 declaration, the OECD’s
1997 convention, and the EU’s 1997 convention were the foundation of
current anti-corruption laws (Gantz, 1998). Under these guidelines
many developed and emerging economies have established national
anti-corruption laws in international business, including Canada
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(Mijares, 2015) (no. 80 in Fig. 3), the US (Spalding, 2011) (no. 54 in
Fig. 3), and the EU (Pacini, Swingen, & Rogers, 2002) (no. 11 in Fig. 3).
Moreover, the OECD convention provides guidelines for member states
to establish uniform laws and policies (Pacini et al., 2002). Im-
plementation of the OECD’s 1997 convention is compulsory for the 36
signatory countries.

4.1.2. The determinants of corruption in international business

The dominant research stream in the literature is the determinants
of corruption in international business. Carmichael (1995) presents
three common situations in which a multinational enterprise becomes
involved in corruption in a host country. The first is when the company
is unable to engage in a new business transaction or complete an ex-
isting one without offering a bribe. The second is when the legal in-
stitutions in the host country are weak. The third is when the multi-
national firm is involved in corruption in its home country as well.

One group of studies argues that the determinant of corruption is
the firm. Chen, Cullen, and Parboteeah (2015) (no. 82 in Fig. 3) explore
the relationship between culture, management, shareholder control,
and a firm’s propensity to bribe. They find that manager-controlled
firms are more likely than shareholder-controlled firms to engage in
bribery.

The second group of studies maintains that the determinant of
corruption is cultural factors. Based on a survey they conducted,
Guvenli and Sanyal (2012) (no. 56 in Fig. 3) explore whether attitudes
toward bribery differ between men and women in international busi-
ness. They found that men are more inclined toward bribery than
women. Recently, Tuliao and Chen (2017) (no. 99 in Fig. 3) analyzed
gender as a determinant of bribery among CEOs and found that male
CEOs are more likely to be involved in corruption. Relatedly, Frei, and
Muethel (2017) (no. 103 in Fig. 3) argue that the host country provides
a breeding ground for multinational firms for corruption through weak
values and laws. Therefore, regional characteristics are significant de-
terminants of corruption (Sanyal & Samanta, 2017) (no. 98 in Fig. 3).

Finally, the third group of studies claims that the determinant of
corruption is economic factors. Sanyal (2005) (no. 21 in Fig. 3) suggests
that countries with low per capita income and poor income distribution,
and those that score high on Hofstede’s scales of power distance and
masculinity are more inclined toward bribery. Similarly, Sanyal and
Guvenli (2009) (no. 33 in Fig. 3) show that firms from countries where
the power distance or the long-term orientation is low, and in-
dividualism is high are less involved in corruption. Baughn, Bodie,
Buchanan, and Bixby (2010) (no. 41 in Fig. 3) confirm that firms from
countries that score high on power distance are more likely to be in-
volved in bribery. Mazar and Aggarwal (2011) (no. 51 in Fig. 3) find
that bribery varies with the degree of collectivism. Huang, Liu, Zheng,
Tan, & Zhao, 2015 (no. 81 in Fig. 3) argue that concern about eva-
luations plays a moderating role between collectivism and corruption:
collectivism facilitates corruption in countries where there is little
concern about evaluations.

4.1.3. Combating corruption in international business

Laws and regulations against corruption exist but are largely in-
effective due to weak judicial systems and the indifference of govern-
ments (Cuervo-Cazurra, 2008). The major research question in this
stream is related to the practical effectiveness of laws, the adoption of
ethical standards, and the implementation of legal frameworks to
combat corruption.

Hotchkiss (1998) (no. 4 in Fig. 3) argues that the 1977 Foreign
Corrupt Practices Act was considered just a moral obligation until the
US government began enforcing it in 1998. Kaczmarek and Newman
(2011) show that extraterritorial intervention by US prosecutors to
reduce corruption and bribery in target countries is effective. Weber
and Getz (2004) (no. 17 in Fig. 3) review the efforts of the EU, US, and
OECD to combat corruption. Cuervo-Cazurra (2008) (no. 30 in Fig. 3)
advocates an increase in the scope of implementation of existing anti-
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corruption laws and a reduction in investment in corrupt countries by
signatories to the OECD convention.

Rose-Ackerman (2002) (no. 12 in Fig. 3) considers abstention from
corruption to be the moral responsibility of the firms and argues that
the formation of ethical standards can be helpful in this regard. Kaptein
(2004) (no. 15 in Fig. 3) reviews the business codes and standards of
200 of the largest firms and finds that 46 % of them have ethical codes
against corruption. Osuji (2011) (no. 52 in Fig. 3) highlights the im-
portance of ethical corporate social responsibility (CSR) to combat
corruption. Rodriguez et al. (2005) (no. 20 in Fig. 3) analyze the effect
of public corruption on multinational enterprises in terms of organi-
zational legitimacy, strategic decision-making, and entry choice. Cle-
veland et al. (2010) (no. 39 in Fig. 3) build a model based on hard and
soft laws, and enforcement and compliance mechanisms to assess pro-
gress in reducing the level of bribery.

4.1.4. The effect of corruption on firms in international business

How does corruption affect the entry strategy of a company, inter-
national joint ventures, and the performance of subsidiaries?
Uhlenbruck et al. (2006) (no. 24 in Fig. 3) examine the effect of cor-
ruption on firms’ entry strategies in foreign markets and find that firms
in the telecommunication industry face pressure to engage in corrupt
practices during short-term contracts and joint ventures. Kouznetsov,
Dass, and Schmidt (2014) (no. 70 in Fig. 3) confirm the negative effect
of weak laws against corruption on small-to-medium-sized foreign
manufacturing enterprises in Russia. Roy and Oliver (2009) (no. 37 in
Fig. 3) show that the rule of law and control of corruption have a strong
impact on the selection of partners for joint ventures. Krueger (2009)
(no. 38 in Fig. 3) argues that international firms doing business in China
face ethical issues due to the authoritarian government, lack of trans-
parency, and the high level of corruption.

Jensen, Li, and Rahman (2010) (no. 46 in Fig. 3) report that in a
political environment where freedom of the press is restricted, firms
utilize a no-comment or false disclosure option as a self-protection
strategy. Lambsdorff (2013) (no. 65 in Fig. 3) argues that firms should
be liable for the illegal activities of the corrupt intermediaries with
whom they engage in business transactions. Petrou (2014) (no. 84 in
Fig. 3) finds that arbitrary corruption hurts the performance of sub-
sidiaries. Finally, Gomes, Vendrell-herrero, Mellahi, Angwin, and Sousa
(2018) (no. 106 in Fig. 3) provide evidence that the self-selection
theory works only in environments with a low level of corruption.

4.1.5. The political environment and corruption in international business

This research stream examines the link between corruption, inter-
national business, and the political environment in the host and home
countries. Rodriguez, Siegel, Eden, and Hillman (2006) (no. 25 in
Fig. 3) review papers on the link between politics, corruption, and
corporate social responsibility and propose some future research di-
rections. Luo (2006) (no. 26 in Fig. 3) uses a structuration model to
show that in a highly corrupt environment, multinational enterprises
with a high level of ethics bargain with governments, while less ethical
firms use social and political connections to engage in bribe-giving.
Chen, Ding, and Kim (2010) (no. 47 in Fig. 3) find that corruption has
more influence on the earnings forecasts of highly politically connected
firms than less politically connected ones. Boubakri, Mansi, and Saffar
(2013) (no. 64 in Fig. 3) document that sound political institutions have
a positive effect on corporate risk-taking when government extraction is
high, and the level of corruption is low. Yim, Lu, and Choi (2017) (no.
100 in Fig. 3) show that in business transactions, political lobbying has
a more positive impact on firm performance than bribery. Brockman,
Rui, and Zou (2013) (no. 67 in Fig. 3) find that where there are strong
legal institutions or a low level of corruption, politically connected
firms’ post-merger and acquisition performance is low compared to that
of non-political firms. Hung, Kim, and Li (2018) (no. 112 in Fig. 3)
argue that politically non-connected firms issue more management
forecasts than politically connected firms.
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Table 2
Key journals in the literature on corruption in IB.
#  Journals No. of Global Citations References
articles (TGC)
1 Journal of Business Ethics 18 551 Armstrong, 1992; Tsalikis & Latour, 1995; Kaikati et al., 2000; Pacini et al., 2002; Kaptein,
2004; Sanyal, 2005; Everett et al., 2006; Argandoiia, 2007; Peng & Beamish, 2008; Koerber,
2010; Pedigo & Marshall, 2009; Krueger, 2009; Cleveland et al., 2009; Baughn et al., 2010;
Darrough, 2010; Osuji, 2011; Blanc et al., 2019; Horak, 2018.
2 Journal of International Business 13 908 Rodriguez et al., 2006; Luo, 2006; Cuervo-Cazurra, 2006, 2008; Pajunen, 2008; Roy & Oliver,
Studies 2009; Franke & Richey, 2010; Jensen et al., 2010; Chen et al., 2010; Muethel et al., 2011;
Boubakri et al., 2013; Brockman et al., 2013; Hung et al., 2018.
3 International Business Review 6 73 Jiménez, 2010; Driffield et al., 2013; Roy & Goll, 2014; Yi et al., 2017; Krammer et al., 2018;
Guo, Rammal, Benson, Zhu, & Dowling, 2018.
4 Journal of World Business 6 54 Hearn, 2015; Petrou, 2015; Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016; Driffield et al., 2016; Xie, Reddy, & Liang,
2017; Lewellyn & Rosey, 2017.
5 Business Ethics Quarterly 3 38 Weber & Getz, 2004; Windsor, 2004; Gelbrich et al., 2016
6 Journal of International Management 3 21 Tunyi & Ntim, 2016; Geleilate et al., 2016; Muellner et al., 2017
7 Journal of Management Studies 2 114 Galang, 2012; Keig et al., 2015
8 Asia Pacific Journal of Management 2 29 Meschi, 2009; Lee & Hong, 2012
9 Journal of Business Research 2 4 Czinkota & Skuba, 2014; Hub & Shing, 2016
10 Management and Organization Review 2 2 Chen et al., 2015; Karhunen et al., 2018
11 Management International Review 2 26 Czinkota & Ronkainen, 2019; Jiménez, Marcelus, Guoliang, & Jiang, 2017
Academy of Management Executive 1 104 Doh et al., 2003
12 Academy of Management Journal 1 178 Martin, Cullen, Johnson, & Parboteeah, 2019
13  Academy of Management Review 1 200 Rodriguez et al., 2005
14  Administrative Science 1 2 Lord, Wingerde, & Campbell, 2018
14  Economica 1 2 Celentani, Ganuza, & Peydro, 2004
15 International Marketing Review 1 0 Gomes et al., 2018
16 Journal of Banking & Finance 1 39 Rose-Ackerman, 2002
17  Journal of Comparative Economics 1 18 Perez, Brada, & Drabek, 2012
18 Journal of Empirical Finance 1 12 Pantzalis et al., 2008
19 Journal of Management Inquiry 1 0 Frei & Muethel, 2017
20 Organization Science 1 150 Uhlenbruck et al., 2006
21  Psychological Science 1 59 Mazar & Aggarwal, 2011
22 Corporate Governance-An 1 51 Bondy et al., 2008
International Review
23 Cross Cultural Management-An 1 0 Sanyal & Guvenli, 2009
International Journal
24  Baltic Journal of Management 1 3 Kouznetsov et al., 2014
25 European Journal of International 1 0 Oesterle & Bjorn, 2017
Management
26  European Journal of Law and 1 10 Lambsdorff, 2013
Economics
27 International Journal of Emerging 1 6 Dikova et al., 2016
Markets
28 Journal of East-West Business 1 0 Sanyal & Samanta, 2017
29 Management Decision 1 3 Tuliao & Chen, 2017
30 Multinational Business Review 1 2 Yim et al., 2017
31 Post-Communist Economies 1 6 He et al., 2015
32 Review of Development Economics 1 17 Brada et al., 2012
33  Western Journal of Legal Studies 1 0 Mijares, 2015
34  Culture and Organization 1 3 Maria, 2010
Total 84 2685 (61 % of total 137 articles)

Note: The table shows the list of key journals (ABS ranking 4*, 4, 3, 2 and 1) that published articles in our sample.

4.1.6. Corruption as a challenge to existing theories of management in
international business

The sixth research stream is relatively new and at the fact-finding
and evaluation stage. It often provides counterexamples to many ex-
isting theories of management in international business because the
unethical, criminal nature of corruption challenges certain assumptions
of those theories. For example, Gomes et al. (2018) (no. 106 in Fig. 3)
find that contrary to the self-selection theory, if the level of corruption
is high, productivity does not have a positive effect on the value of
exports. After reviewing the literature related to the firm’s response to
government corruption, Galang (2012) (no. 58 in Fig. 3) summarizes
the key theories that support its strategies, such as institutional eco-
nomics, institutionalism, resource dependence, public choice, social
network, and stakeholder theory. Doh et al. (2003) (no. 14 in Fig. 3)
explore the impact of government corruption on multinational en-
terprises. They provide a framework based on two dimensions of gov-
ernment corruption: pervasiveness and arbitrariness. The framework
proposes several strategies that firms should adopt to respond to

corruption: avoidance, adjusting their entry mode, corporate codes of
conduct, training, development and public education, social contribu-
tions and public donations, and laws and agreements. Cuervo-Cazurra
(2016) (no. 88 in Fig. 3) proposes expanding this approach by con-
sidering corruption as a laboratory. He reviews and recommends ex-
tensions of several theories: agency theory, transaction cost economics,
the resource-based view, resource dependence, and neo-institutional
theory. He also argues that the agency and resource-dependence the-
ories are best for explaining the causes of corruption, whereas the re-
source-based view and neo-institutional theory are more appropriate
for exploring the consequences of corruption. Transaction cost theory is
best for determining how to control corruption in international busi-
ness.

4.1.7. The effect of corruption on foreign direct investment and trade in
international business

The seventh research stream is also in the fact-finding and evalua-
tion stage. It examines the impact of home- and host-country corruption
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on foreign direct investment and trade. Habib and Zurawicki (2002)
find that corruption has a negative effect on foreign direct investment
and operational efficiency. Cuervo-Cazurra (2006) (no. 27 in Fig. 3)
shows that firms from countries with a high level of corruption are
more likely to invest in host countries with a high level of corruption
than firms from less corrupt countries. Driffield, Jones, and Crotty
(2013) (no. 63 in Fig. 3) argue that firms from countries with a high
level of corruption, weak legal institutions, and less concern about
corporate social responsibility are more likely to invest in host countries
with a high level of corruption. Sambharya and Rasheed (2015) argue
that if the level of corruption is low, economic and political freedom has
a positive effect on foreign direct investment and trade. Jiménez,
Marcelus, Guoliang, & Jiang, 2017 (no. 104 in Fig. 3) show that host-
country corruption is positively related to a high failure rate of private
participation projects. However, Egger and Winner (2005) demonstrate
that corruption stimulates foreign direct investment. Driffield, Jones,
and Crotty (2013) (no. 63 in Fig. 3) argue that firms from corrupt
countries are very involved in investment in corrupt locations and
countries.

4.2. Influential aspects of the literature on corruption in international
business

We identified the key journals, studies, methods, data sources,
measurements, and theoretical frameworks in the literature (Alon et al.,
2018; Paul & Benito, 2018; Paul et al., 2017). In Section 6, we also
highlighted the gaps in our knowledge and posited several propositions.

4.2.1. Key journals

The 137 articles in our sample came from 85 journals with 3059
total global citations. Table 2 lists the 34 leading journals having an
ABS ranking (4%, 4, 3, 2, 1). We do not report the remaining 51 journals
due to space limitations. Sixty-one percent of our sample accounted for
2685 of the citations. The largest number of articles was published by
the Journal of Business Ethics (JBE) (18 articles), Journal of Interna-
tional Business Studies (JIBS) (13 articles), International Business Re-
view (IBR) (6 articles), and Journal of World Business (JWB) (6 arti-
cles). This ranking is logical, given that the first journal is the leading
publication outlet in the field of ethics and business, and the second is
the oldest and most prominent journal. The fact that we found articles
on this topic in journals devoted to financing and law confirms its
multidisciplinary nature.

4.2.2. Key studies

Through bibliometric citation analysis, we identified key empirical
and theoretical papers that had at least 10 global citations (TGC = 10).
Tables 3 and 4 provide summaries of these empirical and theoretical
papers, respectively, through content analysis. Note that in previous
literature, empirical papers have received more citations than theore-
tical ones. The most cited articles refer to the effect of corruption on
firms in international business (Hearn, 2015; Jensen et al., 2010;
Jiménez, 2010; Keig, Brouthers, & Marshall, 2015; Lee & Hong, 2012;
Meschi, 2009; Mazar & Aggarwal, 2011; Muethel, Hoegl, & Parboteeah,
2011; Pantzalis et al., 2008; Roy & Oliver, 2009; Tunyi & Ntim, 2016;
Uhlenbruck et al., 2006), confirming that the firm is the topic of most
interest.

4.2.3. Key methods

The researchers utilized qualitative and quantitative methods in the
literature to explore corruption in international business (see Table 5).
Out of 137 articles, 35 (40 %) used content analysis, 37 (48 %) used
regression analysis, and 12 (8 %) used document analysis. Researchers
used content analysis to formulate concepts, theoretical backgrounds,
and models related to corruption (Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016; Everett et al.,
2006; Kaptein, 2004; Krueger, 2009; Rodriguez et al., 2006). They
utilized simple and panel regressions to examine the effect of
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corruption (Cuervo-Cazurra, 2006, 2008; Boubakri et al., 2013;
Jiménez, 2010, Jiménez, 2011; Sanyal, 2005). Finally, they adopted the
document analysis approach to critically examine, discuss or comment
on the impact of laws on corruption in international business (Kaikati
et al., 2000; Kaptein, 2004; Pacini et al., 2002).

4.2.4. Data sources and measurement of corruption

Table 6 illustrates that 36 articles used a corruption index, which is
a country-level variable, to measure corruption in international busi-
ness. Of these 36 articles, 22 used the indexes of Transparency Inter-
national, 9 used World Governance indicators, and 5 used The Inter-
national Country Risk Guide as a proxy for corruption in international
business. Very few researchers used the corruption indexes of Germany
exporters (Hung et al., 2018), the GLOBAL survey (Mazar & Aggarwal,
2011), or the World Competitiveness Yearbook (Pajunen, 2008). Fur-
thermore, Tuliao and Chen (2017) and Yim et al. (2017) used bribery
surveys of firms from the World Bank as a proxy for corruption. Six
articles utilized questionnaires or interviews to measure corruption at
the firm level (Gao, 2011; Luo, 2006; Muethel et al., 2011; Petrou,
2015; Roy & Oliver, 2009; Zhu, 2017).

4.2.5. Theoretical underpinnings

Table 7 illustrates that we identified several theoretical frameworks
in the literature. Of the 137 papers, only 39 (29 %) examined and
discussed any management theory. Of these 39 papers, 17 used in-
stitutional theory, 5 applied agency theory, and 3 papers examined the
neo-institutional theory. The use of institutional theory is logical be-
cause researchers consider corruption a proxy for institutional quality
at the country level. Furthermore, only a few papers used the resource-
based view, transaction cost theory, or the resource dependence theory.
Other theories that appeared referred to structuration (Luo, 2006),
socialization (Muethel et al., 2011), diversification and portfolios
(Jiménez, 2010), stakeholders (Roy & Goll, 2014), property rights
(Driffield, Mickiewicz, & Temouri, 2016), self-selection (Gomes et al.,
2018), anomie theory (Chen et al., 2015), and legitimacy theory (Blanc,
Cho, Sopt, & Branco, 2019). Most papers did not specifically mention
the theoretical framework the authors utilized. They may have failed to
do so because corruption is a country-level indicator, and the mea-
surement of corruption at the firm level is quite difficult and un-stan-
dardized. We also discuss the key theories in the literature in the next
section.

4.2.5.1. Institutional theory. The institutional theory deals with
regulatory structures, government laws and regulations, courts, and
professions (Oliver, 1991). These institutions establish the social,
political, and legal norms that affect decision-making and actions
(Meyer & Rowan, 1977). The institutional theory posits that there is
social and legal pressure on firms to adopt the beliefs, values, and
norms of their environment (Roy & Goll, 2014).

This theory also predicts the firm’s behavior. The institutional fra-
mework affects the strategies of firms and grants them legitimacy
(North, 1990; Scott, 1995). The power of the host country’s institutional
environment in terms of its control of corruption and the rule of law
shapes and affects the firms’ entry strategy (Uhlenbruck et al., 2006),
decisions about engaging in international joint ventures (IJVs) (Roy &
Oliver, 2009), the composition of the board of these joint ventures
(Hearn, 2015), the appointment of national managers (Muellner, Klopf,
& Nell, 2017), and bribery behavior (Baughn et al., 2010; Yi, Teng, &
Meng, 2017) in cross-national transactions. The institutional environ-
ment of host and home countries, of which the level of corruption is one
factor, affects a firm’s export performance (Krammer, Strange, &
Lashitew, 2018), management of earnings (Lewellyn & Rosey, 2017),
merger and acquisition activities (Tunyi & Ntim, 2016), and location of
foreign direct investment (Dikova, Panibratov, Veselova, & Ermolaeva,
2016).

Furthermore, the institutional theory raises concerns about how a



International Business Review 29 (2020) 101660

S. Bahoo, et al.

(98pd 1x2u UO panunU0)

'sa1nunod reanijod

Ul S[9A9] U0TIANIIOD JO UOTIRWINISIIDPUN JIIAIS
® 0] speo[ sasuodsal SULI IS} JO dduBIOUI[-
‘uondni10d uo sfoains Surmp suondo
asuodsa1 as[ej pue asuodsaI-uou pasn Wopasiy
ssa1d $S9T YIIM SILIIUNO0D 0] SUO[Sq Je) SWLIL]-
QWN0A V B

0] paje[a1 A[aansod st Juswdo[aAsp 1M IBIN-
199339 aanisod e sey os[e (uondniiod

$s9]) @dueuIaA0d Teuoneu Afenb ySiyg-
*AWIN[OA Y 3 AL UO 109)yd danisod

e 2Aey (senmunizoddo Adusmyje pue ‘qended
uewNY ‘9ZIS 1) IeW) SaSeIUBAPE UOBIOT-
*A1iunod ayy ur Arurmnosewr Y81y pue IdULISIP
1omod Y31y yIIm pajerdosse os[e sI aqriq Y L-
‘uonNqLISIp awodu; up sapLredsip

I9[Tews pue swodul elided rod Mol Yiim
S9LIJUNOD UT [RUOTIUSAUOD ST Sunye) aquig-
“dSD JO S[PAd[

JoUSIY YIIM pajeIdOSsse ST pue uordniiod
[euLIOJUl PUB [BULIOJ JO S[2A3] 1ay31y Aq
Ppazi1a)oeIRYD ST SUOTEdOo] Jo orjojirod SANIN-
*UOTSUSWIIP [RULIOJUT PUB [EULIOJ B )0 JO
pastdwod ST JuawuoIIAua uondniiod SANIN-
‘uonndniiod jsurede

sa1391e1]s UONRZI[RUONIRI SN saakojdurd
asnedaq uondniiod aje1odiod jo [01UOD )
109yJe Jou sa0p A30[09pI SsaUISNq [EUOTIEN-
'sanfea Teosod sa34o1dws uo 1oedut
aanisod e sey A30[09p1 ssaulsnq [BUOTIBN-
's)SBDR10J sSuTUIed 2I0W JoedWI SUOTIIDUUOD
reantod Y31y st [949] uondniiod Y} dISYM-
*SULTY PIJOdUUOD

Aqreanrjod jo sysesaroj sSurures ayy Sunorpaxd
ur Aynogip 191ea18 sdusrradxa sisATeuy-
*$3qLIq 9A13 01 A[NI]

SS9 1B SILIUNOD JWODUI-YSTY WO SULIT-
~diysuonera1 sty syoedur

Juswdo[aAdp d1wou0dd Inq ‘3urard aqrq

ur 23e8ud 0} A[2YI] SSI] Ik ‘WISI[ENPIAIPUL
uo Y31y 10 ‘UONRIUSLIO ULIS)-SUO] 10
9oue)SIp Jomod U0 MO[ SILIJUNOD WO SULIL-
‘uondniiod

aI0ul IIM pIleIdosse A[SUoIls dIe SANIANOR
DNIA 210w YI1m saduraoxd oy ‘eury) uf-
‘uondniiod Jo [9Ad]

Y31y e 01 speay yorym ‘sarnunod Surdofaaap ur
UOTEaId JUAI 0] INQLIIUOD SINIATIIR SONIA-
‘UOTIIOIXd pue AI19qLiq

paa1ad1ad 210w S)oRdWIT 2ININD }991H-
‘SUBDLIDWY

UBY) 2I0W AI3]LIq J9JJO PUB JATIIAI SYIIID-

‘wopaalj [eaniod ‘(asuodsax
as[eJ pue asuodsaI-uou) WOpPIRIJ SSAIJ-

(ZV 9Iqel 99S) SsjuRUIULIISP

[Pas]-wuirg (11) uondniiod ydnoiy
PaInseaw :90UBUISA0S [RUOTIRU (T
9[qR], 995) {SJURUIULIAIDP [9AS[-AUNOD-

(9dueproAe Ajurensdun

‘AIurmosewt ‘WSIENPIAIPUT ‘9JURISIP
Iamod) sa[qeLIeA [RINI[ND ‘UOINQLISIP
awodul ‘9pen) udlal0j ‘sa[qeLIBA JTWOUOIH-

(4D1) syuswuoIiAuy uondniio) [euriojuy
‘(dD4) JuswuoIIAuy uondniio) [euLiog-

uondniiod eiodiod ‘wsmne
Teuoissajoid ‘diysiopes] [eUOTIRULIOJSURL] -

uondniIod ‘UordIaUU0d [BdINIO0J-

Sa[qeLIEA TRININD-

Ayanoe SANIN-

SI[QBIIRA SIMI[ND-

uondniio)-

Qumpoa yyN-

xapur uondsdiad uondniio)-

(uonenored sioyne

‘ani) Liiqisuodsai [eroos ajerodio)-

sanfea [enosoid soakordurg-

Ademodoe 1Sedal10q-

xapur s1aked aquig-

uondniio)-

UOT1I0)Xo pue AI9qLIq PIATIdIdJ-

5002 01 0007 :Pot_d
$9INUNO0D g/ UT SWIY 000V —

C10T 01 9661 -polIad-
SILIUNOD

GT WOIJ SULI URdLY 064 T —

SILIUNOD (G —

“Joseep Suner
Amiqisuodsar [eos A 0102
9} WOJJ SULIY PaIpuny U9A3S-

sisA[eue [9A9] A1)UN0D-5S01D-
SaITUNO0D
L1 woj s[enplaIpul 920°6T —

T00T 03 L66T :POLIRd-
SOLIUNOD £ UI SWLIY $TT —

9002 :polad-
S9LIIUNOD (OE —

eury) jo Apnis aseD-

SJUapNIS SSauIsNq
39915 puE UBdLIOWY O —

‘uondniiod ynoqe

sosuodsa1 as[ey 10 0] puodsal Jou Op SuLIy
9y} jo 1sowr ‘uondniiod uo sfoAams Surm(-
‘paururexa

ssaulsnq [euorjeurajur ur uondniiod

Jo sanssI 0] pajefa1 seiq asuodsal as[ey
pue ‘9suodsaIuou ‘ejep A9AINS [OAS[-ULIL]-

sy
3 N U0 103133 A11Tenb soueuIan0S feuoneN-
'V 3 N U0 109)ja juawdo[aaap

JoyIeW pue 93eJURAPE UONBIOT-

*SANIANIOR SYRIA ULILY JO SJUSPdIUE
o1y199ds-Anunod pue -uLy ay) Jo -

¢£SSQUISNQ [EUOTIBUIIUT UT SUD{e]-9qLIq
pue uondniiod Jo [9AJ] Y} UO SI[qeLIeA
[BINI[ND PUB JTUIOUOID JO 193D A} ST JRYM-

¢(4SD) Anqiqisuodsad [erdos  sastidiaus
[RUOHRUN[NUI UO JUSWUOIIAUS uondniiod
[eWIOJUT PUB [RULIOJ JO 1919 Y} ST JRYM-

‘sanfea [erosoxd

syape A[panedau uondniiod jeiodio)-
“uawipadunr ue st uondniiod

sje1odiod pue ‘Goueuriojiad s,wy

a1} aseadul sanfea [erosold saakordurg-

£S1SBI910]
s3urures uo suuy jo uondniiod pue
suondauu0d [ednrjod jo 1oedur oy ST IBYM-

¢oquiq 03 Aysuadoad s, wry
B UO 2IN3[ND [RUOLIBU JO J93JJ3 9y ST JBYM-

¢setnunod 3urdofaasp ur uondniiod Jo [9A3]
3y uo A11AdR SHNIAL JO 19352 o3 ST JeyM-
{UOTIOIXd pue A19qLiq Uo

I[N SN PUE YOID JO 129JJ2 Y} ST JBYM-
{UOTI0IXD

pue A12qr1q 2A19219d 21M3[Md S90p MOH-

2¥/(0102)
‘[ 30 uasuaf

11/(9102)
wnN pue 1Aung,

99/(500¢) [eAues

6C
/(S102) 'Te 12 812)

11/(1102)
‘Te 39 PNy

6S
/(0102) Te 39 udyd

T1/(6002)
[UaAND pue [eAues

11/(4102) nyz

62/(5661)
INOJET pue SH{I[es],

s3urpurg

sa[qerteA Juspuadapuy

so[qeLteA Juapuadaq

odures

asoding

+SUOTIEID
[eqO[D/(s)10qInY

g1 ur uondniiod uo axme1dn] 9y} ur sroded [esrndure A9y

€ d1qeL



International Business Review 29 (2020) 101660

S. Bahoo, et al.

(28pd 1x2u UO panunuU0)

*SIBIA 9911] 19AO0 SUINIDI

)[203s [eULIOUQR JO SULId) UI 05 GT ATydnox Aq
SI9PPIq pajdauuodun wiojadispun s9PpIq
pa199uu0d Aresniod ‘uondniiod jo S[9AS] MO]
10 sw2)SAS [eS9] S[qRI[SI YIIM SILIIUNOD UJ-
's3umyes reuonmINsur

uo spuadap 199339 93 JO dInjeu IYL-
‘s1o819w-1s0d ur 901 JuedyIuds
A[resruiouods ue Aepd sUODUUOD [BINI[OJ-

*satnunod 1dniiod A3y ur

I0M 10U S0P I JO [oPOW [eUONIPRIL) Y-
'SOU0Z IDI[JUOD

ur 3s9AUT dIYSIOUMO PIIRIIUIIUOD YIIM SULIL-
'S9UOZ JDI[JUOD UT ISIAUT

gSD INoge SuIedU0d omaj pue (uondniiod
JO [9A3] Y31Y) SUOTINITISUT JOYBIM WO SENIA-
‘SUOTINTISUT YoM [IIM SILIUN0D

QWIOdUT-MO[ UT SUNSIAUT SENIA PIYTIUSP]-
‘uondniiod jo 19491 Yy e Suiaey

SOLIJUNOD WOIJ [0 20Ul Ul s)[nsai uondniio)
*A19q11q Sunequiod

U0 UONUAU0D (DHO Y3 pausis Jey
SOLIJUNOD WOIJ [ SSI] Ul S}[nsa1 uondniio)d-
‘90USN[JUT [BNUISSD U IABY SME] dNSAWO(-
'S9[nI

[eUOTRU IIY) 9210JUd 0] A[P¥rT ‘uondniiod
3unequod Ul 9ANIIYJD dI0W SIWN AJuam)
are A>1j0d [euoneu pue AI[RLIO)LLIDIBIXD SN)-
‘uonezI[eUONRUIdIUL

1y uondniiod pue YsLI [edNI[0d-

‘suL1a) 3Uof pue 1I0Ys

oy} ur Anunod 3soy 3dn1I0d 3y} uo A[o1 SULIL-
*A8arens UORZI[RUOTIRUISIUT

a1 ur 901 Teronad e Aed sanifiqeded [eoniod
‘[opowt

eresddn ay3 morjoy Afented suy ystueds-
‘uondniiod [0NU0d PINOYS JUSUILIZA0S

a1 ‘quaunsaAul 3)e1odiod 9seaIdur 0 -
3unyel-ysu

d1ow ur 93e3ud SULIY PaloaUU0d A[[eINI[0]-
*19Y31Y SI UOTIORIXD A0S USYM

8uamns drysuonear sy} ‘1oasmoy 3unyel
-Ys11 91e10d100 199JJ8 SUONMINISUT [eINI[OJ-
dWoY 18 MO ST [9A9] uondniiod

9] USYM SIUO PISNI0J-SIeS [RUONRUINUL
uet a[qeiyord s1ouwr a1e safes [ed0]

UO SNd0jJ 1918213 B YIIM SILIRIPISNS DNIN-
*sa1unod 1dniiod ul 9soyl ueyl

s1qeagoid srow a6 UONdNIIOD JO [9AJ] J9MO]
B )M SILIJUNOD UT PaJed0] SALIRIPISqNS DNIA-

urd)sAs
18831 a3 jJo ssawyeam ‘uondniiod Jo [9Ad]
9 {s3[qRLIBA [RUOTININISUI [9AS[-AIIUNOD-

S2INSEIW DUBUISA0S ‘ANUnod Jy) Jo smels
Suropune| Asuowr ‘@m3md ‘uondniio)-

Aurump SENIN Jo
Anunod swoy 3y ‘Ansnput ‘drysioumo e
S, WLIY ‘SSLIBIPISQNS JO Jquinu ‘AN[IqeIyoid-

uondnuiiod y3ry
PIm Anunod swoy 3y ‘A1aqriq Isurede sme|
M A1unod 3soy ‘uondniiod Anunod-1soH-

MIIARI 199d JUIWRDIOJUD

S3LIIUNOD B30 ‘(4 pIemIno ‘sssuuado spen
:uoneI32)Ul [EUOTIRUIDIUI ‘(JUSUISIIOJUD
M ££6T VdDA) JUSWIDIOJUD SN-

xopul jurensuod [eanijod ‘xapur uondadiad
uondniiod ‘Wopadl) dIWOU0ID :SIXIPUT
9211 Y3noay) pansesaur ysLI [@dINI0d-

(IV 9[qe], 99s) s9[qeLIeA
[9A9[-A11UNO0D 13130 ‘UOTIANIIOD ‘SUOIdAUUO0D
reaniod ‘Xapul SJUTRIISUOD [BINI[0]-

(TvDOD) oney safes [ed07 ‘Swoy e
pue £nunod 3soy 3y ur uondniiod Jo [9AdT-

V 3 N 3sod ‘Goueuriojrad v R N-

9210Yd UONELO[ [~

(uondniiod Jo [2A3[) SUOZ II[JUOD-

SMOJUI [(1d [eI91e[Ig-

S9SED 9qLIq JO ISDIOJUD JUBdYIUSIS-

UOTBZI[RUOTIRUISIUT S, ULIL]-

sa[qerTeA Surye)-ysry-

Aiqergoxd satrerprsqng-

10T 01 €661 -polIad-
SILIIUNOD g WOIJ S[eap

60S pue suly 89T A[[eaniod-

SILIIUNOD JSOY £8 —

600T O} 661 U9aMIDq pOLIDd-
SWIY 605°C —

90T SOLIIUNOD ISOH-
981 SOLIIUNOD SWOH-

800T 01 8661 :POMId-
s19qUIPW DEO 67 —

S9LNUNOd 61T
—1Qd Pim suy ystueds 991 —

800¢ 03 8861 -polIad-
S3LNUNOD // WO}
SULIY [RIDURUY-UOU 1597 —

SaLIRIPISNS DNIN-
U189y dPIORd BISY UI DNIA SN

JUSWIUOIIAUD [EUONIMITISUT
a1} Jo Axoi1d e se uondniiod jo 9[o1 Y-
'suLy pajoauuod Afreantjod Jo (VRIA)
uonismboe 3 s1e819w jo soueuriojrad 3y
UO SJUSUIUOIIAUS [EUONIMITISUT JO 1D9J2 YL~
Juondniiod Anunod swoy pue 1soy jo

9101 a3 ST Jeym pue ‘Surropune| Asuour jo
SIOJUID 91k JBY) SILIIUNOD 0] [ JO SWN[OA
9} dDUIN[JUT SMO[J AdUouUI JIDI[[I OP MOH-

‘uondniiod Jo [9A3]
9y} UO paseq PaYNUSP] dI8 SAUOZ IIFUOD-
‘I U0 dUOZ IDI[JUOD B JO 19T~

*(I0:1) YuaUnSaAUL
19311p uS1a10j Je uondniiod jo 1oeduir-

¢A1reqor8 uondnirod
3unequod uo Ad1j0d [eUOnRU pUR
A)I[RLIOILLISIBIXD SN JO 19919 9 ST JBYM-

"UOTIRZI[RUOTIRULIIUL
uo (uondniiod y3noIy) painseaur

ysi1 [eanjod) uondniiod o 19954-
‘uornjezIfeuoneUIaUI Jo 9dods

oy} pue ysuI [eonijod usamiaq diysuoneay-
‘UOTIBOYISIDAIP

TRUONIBULISIUI U0 SUOIITINISUL JO 1094~

-Bunfe)-ysu
1191} UO SULIY dY) Jo suondauuod feaniod
pue suorynnsur [eanijod Jo 103JJ9 ay -

Lmqeigoxd sONIA uo uondniiod
JO [9A3] 9y Jo 1oedwir 3y ST JRYM-

62/(€102)
‘Te 12 ueUDPOIG

8T
/(Z102) 'Te 1 za13d

Sz/(£102)
Te 30 PRHA

961 /(9002)
BLINZED-0AISND)

¥2/(1102)
UBWMIN

pue YaIewzoey

£E/010T ‘Zouwir

€¥/(€102)
‘Te 39 Injeqnog

21/(2102)
3uoy pue 997

sgurpurg

sa[qerTeA Juspuadapuy

so[qerreA Juapuada

ordures

asodmg

<SuoneID
[eqo[n/(s)10ny

(panupu0d) € dqeL,



International Business Review 29 (2020) 101660

S. Bahoo, et al.

(98pd 1x2u UO panunuU0d)

sso] pue 2dueIsIp 1omod Y31y WoIy SuLIL]-
*S3[qRLIBA [RINITND

PUEB DTUIOU0I3 10§ SUI[ONUOD J[IYM dUIOY

e uondniIod Jo [9A3] MO[ 3} 0] anp 3qLIq
10U Op UONUIAU0D AIqQLI-NIUR qDHO Y1

JO sa1101eUZIS IR JBY) SILIIUNO0D WIOIJ SULIT-
*2Inseawr A}I[IQEIUNOIIE PUE IDI0A DIIRIDOWDP
pue ‘mef jo amni oy} ‘Aifenb £1ojemn3ax
‘Aniqess Teanijod ur syuswaAorduwr M
pajerdosse AJfeurdrew AJuo a1e sa31[a ssaursng-
*A1qess reontod pue [onuod

uondniiod ur syusuRA0IdWl [9A3]-A1UN0D
[IIM P3JBID0SSE Ik SAI[D [EIUSUILIDA0D-
*SpIe0q JO 9[0J [RUISIXD d] S)BUIWIOP
su12u0d A>ewNISS] eONIj0d pUR [R10S-
*$911UN0J 1dNILIOD UT SS9

1S9AUT SI0JSIAUI S Pue A12qLiq Surequiod
UOTIUSAUO0D DHO Y} PIUSIS ey SILIUNo)-
RUCTH]

BUIMO[[0] 10U dIE SIAYI0 UIYM sme 3y} ssedLq
SI0JSIAUT 2SN A[DANIII[0D SILIIUNOD
srdnur ur pajuswa[duir aq PINOYS SMET-
SAST Ut

s1oulred uSroioj pue uondniiod JUSWUISA0S
u2am1aq drysuone[a a) sajeropowr sioulred
u1210J Jo 9oUALIAAXA 5,A1)UNOD JY) ‘I9AIMOH-
*ACI 93 Suneuruiay

s1oulred u3ro10] Jo pooyI[aNI] Y3 0} paje[al
Apueoyrusis st uondniiod JUSWUIIA0D-
‘saniiqeded

reantjod 191 jo aSejueApE 9YE] URd

A31]) 219YM IYDTU Ja)IeW B 10J SUTYdIRdS I8
SULIY 9Y) 9SNBIA( SISBAIdUI 1 INg [[eJ P[noys
Mmoryur a3 Yst1 eantjod jo adusanbasuod e sy-
‘smopjur 1a31e[

1oRI)IR ‘WOPa31) dIWIOU0ds pue ‘uondniiod
‘uonaIdsIp Teanrjod jo saeds ySnoiyy
paimseauwr Ysu1 [eantod Jo S[AI] 191eaID-

Juawrdo[aAap dTwouodd syumy uondniio)
‘sojdures

981 9pN[OUI JNQ SSIUISN( [EUONIRUIIUI UT
uonezierauad 11oddns Aeur saLnuUNOd O1-£—
*SUOTIRUIQUIOD [[&

ur 1q4 1aye s1ydur £1xedoid pue uondnirod-
"IdA UO $I0}0€j [EUOIIMITISUT JO 109JJD

o Sururiyuod 03 syjed [BI9AIS dI€ JISYL-
*S9LIIUNOD UI [ SI9dpe

$I10]9BJ [EUOTINITISUI JO UOTJBUIUIOD B pue
‘oouanyjur SurkIeA ey SI0J9eJ [EUOTINITISUL-

s9[qereA
Temymo ‘eyded 1od d@o ‘IO YIm

apen [[eI19A0 ‘DHO wodj syroduwr ‘Sarnunod
Do 01 s110dxs ‘open jo surened
‘sornunod Aq 9oue}dodde UONIUIAUOD

and0 ‘Anunod yoes ur uondniiod Jo [9AT-

‘uorydni1od jo jonuod ‘Aenb reuonmmnsur
JUIWIUOIIAUL [RUONMINSUL ‘(€ [qR],
99S) S9[qRLIBA ATIDRIAIUL ‘AJISIDATUN

0] $3)I[ [BID0S JO OTIBI ‘DDISUIUIOD O} SAI[D

JO TRID0S OT1RI YUSWIUIIA0S 0] SN[ [BID0S JO
omel ‘onjel AIe)I[IuI 0] SA)I[d [BIJ0S JO Oney-
‘uonydniiod

Anunod-3soy ‘uondniiod Anunod

-150 ‘G661 I9Je SN 23 ST ANUNO0D dwoy
-I01S9AUT Y] ‘8661 210J9q SN Y3 ST ANUNOD
SUIOY-10)SIAUT 3} ‘SN dYI ST ANUNOD
QWIOY-10)SIAU] ‘UONUDAUOD AIdqLIq-NIUR
aDA0 paruswa(durr A1UNod-1S0y-103S9AUL-

uodNIIoD JUSWIUIDAOS JO [9AT-

‘WIOPIDI, JTWOUODH JO XapuJ
Xapu] Jurensuo) [eantod ‘uondniio)-

uondniiod Jo [PA9T-

syy3ur £y1adoxd

‘Amiqess [eanod ‘uonexe) a[qeIOAR]
‘sanIaqIy [1A1D pue syySu reantod waisAs
reorpnf 1sn( ‘suonendax Joqe [qIxXayy
9dnirod-uou (s3as) s103o8] [euonninsur-

xoput s.19ked aqLiq 900T —

ArT ue 8ursq Wy OdI JO POOYIRNIT-

SMOTJUI I [e1ole[ig-

(Aurum()
S[qeLIeA UONBUTULID)/[RAIAINS A[]
-ACI ur 9yess sroulred suuy ueadoing-

14 JO SMopINO-

Juowdo[aAap JTWOU0T-

Xapur 19s-Azznyg {A1unod jo
SSOUQATIORIIIBUN PUEB SSIUSATIORINE [~

SILIUNOD OF —

$00g Arenuer
0] 000Z ATenue[ :poLdd-
S9LIIUNOD URDLIJY Ul SOdI 00T —

00T 031 9661 :poLIxd-
90T S9LIIUNOD-}SOH-

£00T 03 9661 ‘pOotad-
sury ueadomy 14T —
SILIUNOD

uelsy SurSIours ur SuLILj-

900C 01 6661 POHRd-
S9LIUN0D

H4D pue UedLyy YLON O]~
Aren

pue ‘oouery ‘ureds woiy [qd-

S00T Pue S661
U99M)9q SSAUISN( [RUOTIBUISIUT
Ul S9IpNIS [RININI-SSOID-

€00T 03 6661 POoLad-
/b SOLIIUNOD ISOH-

¢peoiqe £19qLiq s, ULy oyl 0) pes|

$10]9€J [EUOTIRUIDIUI PUR JTISSWOP YDTYM-
£ssauisng [euoneura)ur ur A19qriq

S,ULIY B JO SJURUTULIDIAP 9] oI JeYM-

‘suonninsut
a1} syuasaidal uondniiod jo [onuo)d-
‘syoyrew Surdiowe ul (AL]) INJUIA
jutof TeuoneUIAIUT UR JOo UOnNIsodurod
pIeoq ay) UO SUONMITISUI JO JOH-

¢uondniiod pue A19quiq Sunequiod
JsureSe sMe[ Jo 199JJ9 a3 ST JRYM-

¢SULI [BDO] IIM PauLIo) (ALT)

saInjuaA jurof euoneuIayur ut sisulred
u31a10j Jo ayels Aymba oy} uo uondnirod
JUSUILLIDAO0S JO 1099 3} ST JBYM-

-adoanyg

WId)SeY [EIUS) PUB UBDLYY 0 SMOJUI [
uo uondniiod pue ysu1 feantod jo 19HH-
*Anunod e jo juawdo[oAdp ITUWIOU0ID

oy uo Aysusp uonemndod pue uondniiod
JO 109JJ3 3} JO UONBULIFUOD Y-
'ssauIsnq [euonewIaul ur ajdures

B SB SILIJUNOD JO ISqUINU [[BUIS B WOIJ
SSUIpU UT SANSST SUOTIBZI[RIDUSS dTe 9IS I -

*10}0€j TeuonMINSUl ue st uondniiod-
(104 U0 SuonMINSUT JO 1992 Y} ST JBYM-

¢e/(0102)
‘Te 19 uydneg

€1/(S102) utesH

04/(8002)
BLINZED)-0AIIND

£1/(6002) TSI

C1/110T ‘Zoupwir

1+/((0102)
Aoypry pue yueI]

68/(800T) uaunfed

sgurpurg

sa[qerTeA Juspuadapuy

so[qerreA Juapuada

ordures

asodmg

<SuoneID
[eqo[n/(s)10ny

(panupu0d) € dqeL,

10



International Business Review 29 (2020) 101660

S. Bahoo, et al.

(98pd 1x2u UO panunuU0d)

‘uondniiod Anunod-1soy Aq jou Inq
Anunod-awoy Aq pajdajje SI [ JO SWIN[OA
9y} ‘A1unod 1oy B UI UdYelIdpUN SI IQd JI-

*SMOJJ I premino jo Afiqeqoid ayy
Bupnpar ‘Anunod swoy 9y} ur uondniiod jo
s[aAa] mo] pue Y31y y1oq a1om adeys ) asIoAU]
Ue [IIM OTUOJOUOW-UOU ST [ pue uondniiod
Anunod-swoy usamIaq drysuonear ay -
*Anunod ey ur 3unedo[ SONIA JO POOYI[NI]
9y pue uondniiod A1uUN0d-1SOY USIMISq
punoj s1 diysuoriea1 aAnesau pue Jeaur| y-
‘paisaaul

JUNOWe JY) pue SUOISIXAP UOIILIO[ I UO
uondniiod Jo 5199339 a3 sajeredoss [opour YL -
*SUOTIOR S,9U0 10j AJfIqisuodsal paaredrad
s3] y8noay) £19q1iq sajowrord WSIATIID[0D
Je1]) 1s983ns symsal asay) ‘19280 -

*SUOTIOR I19Y) 10J ANIqIsuodsal Jo Isuas
S[ENPIAIPUT AQ PIBIPIW SeM 1D2JJD L~
‘s1ouyIed SSaUISNG [RUOTIBUISIUI 0) SIqLIQ
13p50 01 Ayisuadod a3 wo 2IMND TRUOTRU

® Ul Juasaxd WISI[ENPIAIPUT SNSIIA WSIATIII[0D
Jo 92139p a1 Jo 199yJ9 JuedYIuUdIs y-
‘uondniiod

Jo dduasaxd oty a31dsap syexrewr ur ayedonted
0} £3a1ens aandepe ue se Surouyred

1o sapour Anjua-A1mba-uou asn SENIA-
*SUOISIOAP

suwy uo 1oeduwr Juedyrusis e sey suonoesuer)
Jua[npnery SUIPUNOLINS SSAULIRNIQIY-
*S9INJUDA

jurof ojur Anus pue UNJLIIUOD ULIDI-1I0YS
e1a uondnuiiod jo saanssaid ay 03 ydepe suuig-
*Anus jo sapour

Aymba-uou pue £3mba jo sadAy remonred
Bunoares £q Anunod 3soy e ur uondniiod
Areniqre pue aatsearad o) puodsal [[Im SINIA-
-asnIadxa Sunayrew pue

MOU-mowy [ed130[ouyda} se yons ‘sa[qrdueiur

JO s[2A3] Y31y sey DNIA 913 JI anfea

S,ULIYJ 9} SaseaIdul AUedyrusis salnunod
1dn110d ur uonEdYISIAIP d1yderdoan-
-anfea 1y syoedurr Ajpanedsu

sarnunod 1dniiod ur uoisuedxa SONIA-

$YdI jo uondajoxd

SS9 0] aNp $IALNUNOD 1dNILIOD UT INTeA SONIA
uo Joedur ssa] aARY (SYJI) SI19sse d[qIdueiur-
‘uonjen[ea SONIA Uo 1oedur [eUoISuSWIpP
-pnur e sey uondniiod [PAS[-A1Uno)-
aquiq 03 Ayisuadoxd

1918318 © 9ARY SALNUNOD padofassp

‘uonndnirod £1unod 3soy-
‘uondnrrod Anunod swoH-

2IN3[Nd [euoneN-

1dD pue ‘uondniiod
JO ssouLIeInIqIe PUB SSOUIAISBAISJ-

anfea ssaoxy ‘b-uiqoy, paisnfpy ‘b-uiqog-

MopJINO 14

uondniiod Jo [9A97T-

SENIA JO apour Anug-

uondniiod Jo [9A9T-

€002-000¢ -poltad-
SILIIUNOD 1SOY 8 —

SILIUNOD 79 —

86619661 PoHd-
sorwou0dd Jurdroure

$9 ur syo9fo1d yuswrdopasp
SUONEdTUNWUIOII[3]) 0TT —

8661661 ‘PoHRd-

SN 3y} woxy SHNIN 8¢S —

‘a4 uo
uondniiod A1)Unod 1soy pue SWoY Jo 13 H-

¢aquiq 03 Ly1suadoad a1y 03

Pa1B[31 SOUSIYIP [eUONIRU 2191} 31 AUM-
mmhuﬂuhmm ssaursnq

[euoneua)ur ur aqriq o) Aysuadord

91} UO 3ININD [RUOTIBU JO 1D3JJ3 9Y] ST JRYM-

$S9DI0D  SuLIy
129y uondn.iiod Jo sadA) JUSISJIp Op MOH-
$SIUDWIUOIIAUD

1dnuod ur sjesrew uda1oy SuLLIUD

10J A8a1eMS 1191 ISn(pe SuLIy op MOH-
$SITWOU0ID

Buidrows ur SENIA Jo £3a1e1s apowr Anjus
9 uo uondniIod Jo 1933 Y3 ST JBYM-

¢anfea SONIN SN uo uondniiod
[2A3[-A13unod jo 1oedwr ay3 ST JRYM-

L1
/(T102) Te 19 epeig

85/(1102)
[emie33y

pue rezep

0S1/(9002)
“Te 19 YonIquayyn

21/(8002)
‘Te 19 sieziuRq

sgurpurg

sa[qerTeA Juspuadapuy

so[qerreA Juapuada

ordures

asodmg

<SuoneID
[eqo[n/(s)10ny

(panupu0d) € dqeL,

11



60
016
0) 1

202

iew 29 (.

ew

evi

1 Business R
iona

ation
Intern,

L

et a

0,

Baho

S.

nsi-
Spo
ocial re values
rate s 12), ision
0! 20 cis
corp ng, ic de of
es Ho tegi lity
enc & ra ali
influ (Lee nd st he qu home
. nmer%t bility itimacy a that t and sts
nviro ofita L legiti holds host sugge £
ional e » Pr iona ory i the ture ts o
titutio 2015 nizati his the n in litera effec
ins L, rgal T tio: he rse
corrupt leig et 2;008)’(1) g2005).f corrug firms. The adve
ility (K etal, et al, vel of ns an ions, th ess. the
bi tzalis driguez the lehe nation stituti 1 busin flects ich
Pan Ro ines t] f in: iona re hic
¢ aking (ns def}nﬂuence;uality (~)nternatlo 1 theory hism, w the
mak tio ich in in i iona orphis in
institu ic ine the ized i itutio isom its a
IHStntI'Y’ whprovlng inimize o.instltlls that lsother unts plal}'llsee
cou by im be m Ne es le o ents, f thr
y an ry. ugg! mb ironm o 1
_ at ion ¢ theo It s se Vir ists ell,
3 th tion ional jons. re f en nsi Pow! .
= ks Tup itution: itution: it to t O X CO! io & in
= 2 (O3 institu institu ni se m io ar
L g ) Neo ot rces one he same morphls(DiMaggte popuar It
S o S 4 E 2 £ 2. iew ce t Iso: ive is qui . ins
= 5 8 £% & E 4'2'5iogical Vthat fi}iey face 1968). normatlztive 151;1 malntasures °)n
=1 ot nmu g io SS Y, d pe . res: 3).
E g % & < 8 = 2 soc roce ause awle ic. an ers iness Iy p 198
£8¢g oy z BB by is a pr n beca n (H imetic, ional p 1 busi ulato well, the
& = £ o 2 & g5 1S latio ptio . m institut iona d reg io & Po ine
g8 E & 3 z pu orru cive, -ins at an io Xam He
_ES g w5 E po in c oer neo intern ive, an agg to e hina.
Tv°‘:5 ~z~35 1e1. s: ¢ the di at DiM rk in C her
‘:“8?; ﬂém'ﬂ ro ism ly, d an norm te ( ewo ing in f ot
g ‘s E9 g5 =1 chan rently. 1 fiel itive, itima fram. orkin its o hen
g5 5% = Sgd ° me Cur iona ogni d leg ional irms wi hab tw
g % © 3 = g 983). izati the ¢ idere itutio by fir the abou iaries
£ B2 &55 1 organ dto consi -inst ibery by flects hoice bsidia -
R = 58 2 g the SpOI! are neo bri ior re irms’ ¢ ir su o 1€
g . g~ 5888 re at the ism on vio firm the als .
“E: £ g £ g § firms irms th ses hism beha the hen 16) cor
?u::% -a_wzu firm 0) u orp. ibery ins dw (201, ring
g R her 201 ic isom rib pla an ra ide
“ <8 5852 ot o ( ticiso s b €X lves azur cons
f £g ES Gtaof mlmf the ﬁrrrphis the(;r{hemsecuervohgory by
£ =~ 5 C a ina. ice .
g effec ms th China ractic 2013) onal ¢ d agency
= _ onfir ies in upt p rff, institut lope rces
g ¢ mpanie in corrLambsdo neo-ins 6) deve te resou use
£ co e ( e 7 ra ca
8 ag 1 ine th 9 0! be .
s to eng; s wel nding Kling (1 Tt corp lders havior
E do so adS exte atory. d Mec to dive hareho his be in
g en labor an try fs tt blem
g & mm a sen ers t of tha ro 05)
£ 5 5 co ion as - Jen manag e cos lains ney p z (20
i d
£ g rupt theory s that at th exp ey ns an
=% g C intain: its Ty e S, itutio
¢ s : £ 3. Agen i;a‘nta benefit cy thezuces ™ proble;ninstltutions are
= <5 < 4.2.5. which rivate Agend pro agency olitica institut he firm
g - o ory, v ize p ng. and to T poltt al i in t r-
g R 3 the ximi lack isks dition betwee Politic role i Ovel
= g2 g ma are tor additic k be nt law, e
" ER ° to ives en In ial lin isks. rta of lev
E g : g incentiv inVeStmsiness' tential tment 1 N imPot rule and thiically
g é g = creates ional bu is a pof inves h play Tle Strlctitutions d poli blems
) ; « . § ti re ice o ic t ins an 0 .
b= o 8 o S interna the ice wh h ical in ions, pr ct
g g s z nte hat ho ts, oug itical inst ion cy nfli
S g ¢ £ 2 ! es t s’ ¢ en thr oli ecis gency 1 co f
2 > ¢ B u €er rnm ing ion. P ing d 0 a tia S 0!
2 g g go-g 5 i‘;i maréagby go‘{en mak;rruptlozk_taklfﬁgleads l'tle potens in casﬁave
- £57% isio f c ri ich le t,-rie.s
o g 59 9 ge eci 1 o te hi ns dia rm f
g 4 g 3 a mana: rs’ d leve rpora isks, W xplai ubsi 7). Fi ect 0.
g g ] 7 g f; —E managéon, and ffect co ore rlstheory efolreign Sa1~’ 201 The e'flies (i
g8 g £ : gulati tion a take m This nd its (Yi et untry. g bri firms
g5 g z § 8% S rf; corruz firms 2013). rters a ectionshost <o offerin olled ing
ER: g 58 > _ |2 o te 1 dqua onn he han ntr flict
» © s 5 3 ey B‘m ] nec i et a ", hea itical c in t itive t €r-co con re
8 5?5 = S g £ 5 3 hat con akri irm’s oliti ibery 0s1tl anag e to here a
2 gz , K‘{»Eﬁi g Boub he fi top bri ore p t ma s du ly. T the
£ mmum g~oo'°=’ ( n t due or brit m tha firm irically nd
& $EE E g g 53 53 wee ibes ing is sts led iricat’ sa ta
= o= g 5 =5 S5 bet ing bri bby ntry ge ol emp firm. Gup
= 5 o o g S ] g . lo ou sug ntr d ior of S-
=} &8 g g A o erin ions: st ¢ ry -CO irme ior ity (Da al.,
: sy : off e the o oy the°eholder5) Covmapt e qually (e d
g Ao g 5 tW(?Dying 1n) AgeI;1 n shar 1. (201 corrup s CEOﬁ ms (C Iso use
g E 5 b 17). tha tal. he h a T e a
a g < lo L, 20 bribes Chen e and t ce suc trolled. s hav
k= 5] t a e t ibery an n die
5 5 e r mor ory thas nbrlbef overn: lder.C07) Stu level. i
g E= ffe he ee g ho 17). y fir
g =] %) o at etw ds o hare 20 ntr a
E b o als, ions b boar rs en, cou how tisfy
g & &= 80 ations s of er, o & Ch t the ores 0 sa
" . . . S
% i g 5 % assozcterlstéj mana%Tullaorruptlon a few exppletitorsl ;esources
g o 4 = har: 08), T co. d v m iona ue:
gE—g = - c 20 nde ze sed i com tion arg
g 5= 5 u, ge aly -ba f its itu 05) or
efz 8 £ w nd an rce o inst 2005) a Is
53 E T 2 2015)’ f‘heory © The e tho.seive and Hillman (nt OfﬁclaYim
= |2 £3 ;g & agency theories. istinct frZompetlt 2016). overnmef bribes. than
e I8 R s a di e ra, 20 g do irm
2 er S S 11 n a fir;
g 2 £%s G 4. Oth o fitms can 4 ot foreig inste toa ,
EEE R E : e + how frm, ationships wi s more value havior
-l ‘-‘“E—ﬂ" &, cre Td (& s u ore s be ion
=E 5 &g~ = an s or boa tion can m irm’s tio
t‘g z g 8 gz £ G er ing a ela nd dds firm rup
252 282 o tom ting er and « a a cor! nd
5 g 3 g .§O€ 2 2 cus n opera n creat eSOurcelobbylng tails of v and ally a
e 53 4 8 .c.“é 2 whe firms ca their r that ides de Briber nation
‘rzs-c & 3 2 1S) t as irm V1 ions. .
€5 S €53 3 tha icians nfir o ctio ting
R E g 25 < g liticia 17) co heory.ptransa opera
5 3 £ g 8 85 g po (20 st t 1c of
R Sgg 2 £ et al. ion co ecoﬂ"ml cost
g § = £ = E g }‘% 2 ribery. ansact of its itiona
L=ERA o q) 8 k= 5 5 ) b he tr cost add:
vZ° 2 g < T e n
o g % g 2 "E e o s on th S a
EE%%; £285E g based on the ¢
B < i
o = -E ;.; 5 = o are V.
2 = <
= =5E o
“:"‘ —_
& @ 5
(=)}
s
\ .
L o ]
=) = £ g ] g
£| 2 52 8 2
E| 5 °g -
I 2lzg 2
3 ts ==
~ S g S
) €5 =
) 25
s |
)
)
[

12



International Business Review 29 (2020) 101660

(28pd 1x2u UO panunU0)

(%

G) pne1j pue (9, 94) uondniiod 0] paje[al sAPod dAeY SNIA-
(% 9%) 1NPUOI JO IP0I Y} puUe ‘(% 6f) IUSWIILIS SANRA I}
(% T.,) S9INIEIS IOP[OYDYEIS {PIYNUIPI 1. SIPOD Jo sadA) 991y ] -
's1030€ Jofew Jo saAnuadul [edntjod ay3 ur ‘uoneziuedio )
SPISINO S| UondRUI 31 10 uoneue[dxa Yy Jo yonur jey) sndie
pue QLM a1 Jo dnias Suryew-a[ni syl sSNISIp SIOYINe Y-
JUSIS U93q Sey QLM ‘T9ASMOH

‘uondniiod pue A19qLiq 0] pale[aI SMB[ pue Suonem3al
Ppale[nuLIo] suoneziuedio [BUONBUIUI IS0 pue qDIO0-

‘s1oSeuewr
SSQUISN [RUOIBUIdIUT Aq PIde] INSST [BITYID UTel 3y} ST A1oqLig-

‘uondniiod Sunequiod ur UOTIUSIAUOD
JO 9701 pUR ‘S3SSAUNEIM ‘SUISUDIIS ‘MIIAIDAO Y} SISSNISI-

*A19q11q Jsurede UOTIUSAUOD

DHO pue yVddd WM dn paddais ‘@O0 usururanod gn-
‘auofe 3J9] 1s9q ‘3op

Burdasys [erqiaaoid 9y se (VdD4) 1V seonoerd ydniio) uSoiog
9] PalEaI]) SOATINISXS PUR SULI [RUONBUISIUI ‘SITRIA AURUI I0]-
Jyouaq

® JO pE2)Sul WLIY B UO UIPINq B ST A19qLIq Jey) Sapn[duo)-

“ME[ 9] JO surIa) Ul sased Ecwun—ﬂhhou pue

£13q11q ssauIsnq [euoneuIaul Jo ARl [RUTWLID JO SISATeuy-
*A19q1IqQ JO 3S0D JORIIPUI PUB 3DIIP Y} SOUIWEXH-

‘uondniiod pue A19qLiq Jo uonmuyap 9y} Juasaid sioyIne ayL-

‘UOTIUSAUOD 0DHO

93 JO MAIAIDAO0 pue uolssnosip yidep-ur ue syuasaid roded-
‘ySnous jou a1e

QUO[E S[OIU0D [RUWIAUL () PUe D[qIPAId 3q ISNUI JUSUIIDIOJUD
Me] (1) oIt dUILIddXD SN Y} WOIJ UMBIDP SUOSSI] OM]-
*Ajean reninuw e uSys sALUNOD

J9qUISW SN S Y} UBY) [NJSSIIINS SIOW YINW [DHO-
*suo1s1A01d (S[OIIUOD [RUISIUI PUB PIOIAI

pue syooq) Suryunodde (g) pue suoisiaoid A12quq-nue (1)
‘yoeordde paduoid-om) e paydope uonuaAU0d qDHO PUB YdDd-
AN

pue ‘aDd0 ‘NH Y se yons ‘suone[ndar pue sa[ni uoneziuedio
JUDISIP JO SOIYID Y} Ul uondniiod jo 301 3y} SSNISIQ-
‘ssauIsnq [euonewrd)ul ur uondniiod

JO MIIAIDA0 pue ‘s)dadU0d ‘UOTIIUYIP © JO UOTIBIUISAIJ-
‘paxmbax

o1e suonje[n3a1 pue SIYNI [BUOHBU Pue DFQ JO JUSUIDIOJUT-
*A19q11q pue uondniiod

JsureSe Sa[nI [EUOIIEU 9DI0JUS PUE YSI[qeIsd 0} dulPpms e sI IJ-
*A19q1Iq 91} S)euTWI[d 0) Pajdadxa Jjou ST ADHO-

*S9SED [ENPIAIPUI [BISAIS JO MIIAIIAO

Ue pue ydD4 JO 1USWIIDIOJUS 3} PIssSNISIp SIOYINe Y-
'VdDA INOQe UOTIBULIOJUI punoidyoeq-

£IUIUOD I3}
SIJeYM pUR ‘paYSsI[qeIss ASOW a1 SIPOd YIIYM-
¢SANIN Suoure S9pod dY) 218 UOWIUIOD MOH-

mEOUQ!‘EOU pue
A19q11q Isurede uonoe ou ayel QLM U3 PIp AYM-

¢douelIOdWI PUB 92UALINIDO Jo Aouanbaiy

Jo surd) ur swaqoid [edT19 Ay} dI8 YIIYM-
'S00¢ Tequiadag

ur 910§ OJUT SUWIRD YIIYM ‘€00Z Ul pausis
‘uonndniio) jsureSe UOTIUIAUOD SUOTIBN Palluf)-
$SIATINDIXD

pue SENIA 10J VdDd jo douerrodwir ay3 ST Jeym-
ime|

pajuswRdWI-Uou B paIdpIsuod ydDd ST AYM-
(Vddd)

10V 2omoe1d uondniio) uSaIo] Jo MIIAIDAQ-

JX2)U0D
Te83] 2} UT SSAUISN] [RUOTIRUIUT JO SISA[Ruy-
JX2)U0D

1e831 oy ur £19q11q pue uondniiod Jo MIIAIDAQ-
‘8661 UONIU2AUOD (IDHQ) SUOTIORSURI],

SSQUISNg [BUORUIAIU] UT S[RIDYJO 21[qnd
udra10y jo A1aqug Sunequio) Jo MIIAIRAQ-

'$S900NS pue
uoneywawR[dwr qDIQ pue Ydd4 Jo uositreduro)-
‘uondniiod pue £19qLiq 1eqUOD 0] SME]

0] paje[al SALUN0d DI PUE SN JO ddUdLIRdXT-
"UONIUSAUO0D DHO PUB VDA JO MIIAIBAQ-

‘uondniiod jo sIsA[eue Ue pue sSUISN]
[BUONBUISIUI UT SJIYID SSIUISN] JO MIIAIDAO Y-

¢Aouaredsuen Sunowod ur 9[0I1 puL UONIUIAUOD
andO 9y jo suorsiaoxd 1ofeuwr ay3 a1e JeYM-
¢£19q11q JO S9dUINDASU0D pue 2INJeU JY ST JBYM-

'S9peISp 0M} 103 £/6T (VD) PV
Qomoe1g uondniio) udIa1o oY) JO MIIAIDAO YL -

0} Z0OT Arenuer :poLdd-
S[RIOLJO S, UL JO MIIAIIIUL
sIsA[eue Juaju0)-

sisATeue juawINd0(-

SISATeUR JUJU0)-
sisATeue aane3fENQ)-
'SOHD sy

uerensny QS1 jo AoAIng-

SISATeUR JUSWINJ0(-

SISATeUE JUAIUOD-

SISATRUR JUAWINJO0(-
sIsA[eue Juaju0)-

w_mkiw:m JjuawInoo(-

sisATeue aAneIEND-

s1aded Qg jo sisA[eue juajuo)-
sIsATeue juawINd0(Q-

m_mxﬁﬂﬁw Jjuswnoo(-

m_mxﬁﬂﬁw Jjuswnoo(-

£61/(¥002) uidey

91/(1002) ¥oqqy

91/(2661) Suonswry

81/(£007) euopuesdsy

0€/(8661) SSDIY210H

C1/(2102) SIOYIN

/(866 1) d[ouLIg
pue ‘Ao 931099

21/(0102) ysnoreq

££/(9002) T8 32 1218Y

92/(200¢) ‘T 12 IuIed

92/(0002) e 12 neqrey

s3urpurg

asodmd/sOd

SPOYISIAL/S[PPOIN

+SUOnEID
[2q019/(s) ToyIny

13

S. Bahoo, et al.

‘g1 ur uondniiod uo aimealr] 9y} ur sraded [eone109Y ], A9)]
¥ dIqelL



International Business Review 29 (2020) 101660

S. Bahoo, et al.

(98pd 1x2u UO panunuU0d)

2Injeu [e3a[]1

)1 JO 9SNEBJ3Q SAIPNIS dINJeu [eS[[T 0 NP SILIY] SSAUISNq
reuoneusaur Surpuedxs 10j £10jeI0qR] B S91BAID UONIANLIOD-
‘uondniiod

JO Iomaurelj pue UonIuyap Iy syuasaxd Joyine ayL-

SANIA @43 10J Ajiqisuodsal [eos ajerodiod pue ‘sonijod
‘uondni1od usamiaq syurf renuajod 9yl sjuasaid Apnis Syl
*SIITAIDS

839 M paxIuw I0 (ewr) asnoy-ul paguelre J9YId aq Ued
UONBIPIULISIUT SB ‘D[eSIAPE JOU ST SaLIRIpauLIIul 3uniqryoid-
‘syuage sj1 Jo ddueurIoad S} J0J S[qel] JBYNId Y Surpjoy
pUR SOLIRIPIULIAIUT , pO0S,, SUIAJTIISD UO SND0J OS[e ABUI ULIOJOY-
*SaLIRIPaULIDIUI I1oY) Jo uonerado oy 10§

9[qer] A[Surpuaqun p[aY 9q PINOYS SULIY Jey) sans1e JoyIne Sy L-
"gsD pue

$9POD U2IMI2Q NUI| B Surumsse jsureSe snomned aq ISnur Ip\-
*SILIIUNOD J9IY) [[B SSOIJE JUDISISUOD dIe suIpuy Y-

219 ‘Burpen 1opisul ‘uondniiod pue ‘A19qLiq 1saI19Iul JO
IDI[JUOD SB YINS SANSSI [euIa)ul ‘sjuswaimbai sdueurasod Lred
Py} yIim douer[duiod se Yons ‘SuIdUO0d SSAUISNq [eUOnIpes}
uI19A03 0] Pasn AN 210u S J1 ‘Opod e sey uonerodiod e JI-
*SaATIETIIUT

[euoneUIDIUI [EUONIPPE $3s933NS pue (UONUSAUO0D DHO)
£12q1Iq [RUOTIBUSURI) J913P O} S}1I0JJ9 [BUOTIBUIDIUI 3} SIZATRUY-
+a1e1ado 0] pue 1sixa 03 suonerodiod jrurad

Je) smef o) £q parjdur onb oxd pmb oy jo 1red se syoled
Te3a[]1 woyy ureya Jsnuwr suoneIodiod ssaursng jey) sandIy-
‘3unfew UOISIAP d13alens

pue Aoewni3a] [euoneziuesio sANIA U 199)e ued uondniiod
JO SSQULIENIqIR pUR SSAUSAISEAIDd dY) MOY SOUTUIEXH-

*STNIA J0J suonjearduur

s)1 AJnuapt pue uondniiod 10399s d1qnd jo Surpueisiopun

9y} ar01dWI 0] YIOMAUIRI) [RUOISUIWIP-0M] B SIUISAIJ-
‘SHNIN

Aq padej sadud[reyd 3y} 03 uonnjos 3y} Juasaid sioyIne Y-
*ME[ Ssaulsnq [euonew)ul pue ‘Aorjod drqnd [euoneuIaIU]
‘SOIUI9 SSAUISI( [EUOIRULIDIUT USIMID] SHUI] JUSSAId-

)1 qIND 0) SI0199S

£19100s T1a12 pue ‘9reantd O1qnd Yy £q S1I01J9 JUIIDI DIRIL-
*MIIAISAO S)T pue A1qLiq sauyap roded ayJ-

‘uondniiod jsureSe suonemSar pue sa[nI Jurysiqelss

J0J paxmbai st sydeouod ¥YsH aind jo uonejuswadur 9y -
‘diysuonerar

gsD-uonemnsal ay jo AIpmyy 3y sayeurwn[t uondniiod SENIA-
"MSD e2IYI9 puUe [eIUIWNISU]

u2aMIaq YSINSUTISIP 0] SINJIEJ [EINIIOAY] € ST dIYL-

*SN 9} pue SALUNOd 3y} £q uondniiod

pue £19q11q JsureSe SMe[ JO JUSUWIIDIOND Y] JO SMATAIY-
"aDAO PUe ‘Nd ‘SN 3y Aq A1equiq

JsureSe suorsIA0Id SUOTIUSAUOD PUE ‘SIYNI ‘SME] UTRU SISI'T-
‘(sme[ NF ‘ADHO) smef 3jos

pue (sme[ dyroads-A1nunod) sme| piey are sjuauodurod [PPoI-

*A101810qR] 91} SB

uondniiod 3uLIpISU0d Aq SI1I03Y] JO UOISUIIXH-
‘Jonuod pue ‘saduanbasuod

‘sasned ‘UoONTUYAP ‘SSAUISN( [BUOTIRUISUT

ur uondniiod Jo MIIAISAO 3} JO UONBIUISAI]-
¢SANIN 10§ A1j1qisuodsal [eos a1e1odiod pue
‘sontjod ‘uondniiod usamiaq Uil 3yl ST JeYM-

Jway) yoeoirdde suiy op MOH-
¢{SOLIBIPIULIaIUT
1dn110d M 28e3us SULIy Op USYM-

‘uondniiod se

[ons ‘SUI9IUOD $SAUISNq [BUONIPRI] 1998 S9POD-
suLry jo Aiqisuodsal [eroos ajerodiod

PUE 1ONPUOD JO 3p0d Y} UIMIaq drysuoneay-

‘uondniiod pueid Jo MIIAIOAQ-

"wy Ay} I0J

a[qegoid aq ued sapIjod uondniiod-Nue aIdYM
suonenyIs saje[ost pue puodsal JYSTW SULIy MOH-

¢uondniiod JUsWUIIA0S YIIM

PIPPLI AIUNOD 150 B I191Ud SHNIA UBd MOH-
SHNIN

Aq padej sud[qoxd a1} jo auo st uondniio)-
‘SHNIAl 943 10j SuLIou ssauisnq

Teuoneusanul jo yuaurdoaasp ) syuasaid 1aded-

*SSUTSN( [RUOTIBUISUT UT AT9qLIQ JO MITATIAQ-
“¥SD [ed1YI2 pue suonendar

33 s9[n1 uondniiod-nue usaIMmIaq diysuoneey-
asd

edTYI9 PUB [RIUSWNIISUT USIMIDq UosLIedwo)-
cuondniiod SANIA

Bunequod ur ajo1 e Aepd YSD 2119 UBD MOH-

‘A19q11q UT UOHINPAI B

JO $)Nsal A} $s3JVE 0 [pout 3y Jo uonedrddy-
‘uondniiod surede suonemn3ay-

‘uondniiod pue A1aqriq

ur uonINPaI Y] SSIIE 0] [9POU SJUISAIJ-

9IN1eIAI] JO SISA[EUR JUAIUOD-

SISATeue JUAIUOD-

SISA[eue JUAIUOD-
Apmis saseD-

sisATeue aAnelIENQ)-

Apnis paseq-qam-

(Aueurran

pue ‘epeued M Y1)
S9LIUNOD ¢ WO SULI OST —

SISATeue JUAIUOD-

SISATeuE JUAUOD-
2InJeIaN|

SSUISNQ [BUONRUISIUL
JO JUDUISSISSE [BINLID V-
sisA[eue Juaju0)-

2INJeIL)] JO SISATRUE JUSIUOD-

sisAeue aAneIEN)-

SME[ JO MIIAIOAQ-
sisATeue aapeIfENQ)-
SHNIA 352318 00T
T00T oquadeq

8T

/(9102) elImze)-0Alan)
181

/(9002) ‘Te 32 zen3dupoy

01/(£102) JIopsqure]

15/((8002)
UOOJ\] pue ‘Ua)Iey ‘Apuog

6€
/(2002) UBULIDYDY-250Y

00T
/(S002) ‘Te 12 Zon3upoy

¥2/(#00T) 10SpuIm

el
/($00T) 739D pue 19qapm

92/(1102) 1nso

9¢
/(6002) ‘T8 39 pue[PAd[D

sgurpurg

asodmd/sOY

SPOYISIN/SIPPOIN

<SuoneID
[eqO[D/(5) T0yINY

(panupu0d) ¢ dqeL,

14



S. Bahoo, et al. International Business Review 29 (2020) 101660

= 5 internationally because they result in uncertainty in the relationship
i 2 —‘é § s between the firm and the government (Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016). Meschi
g %: 3 % § 75 3 é § % % (2009) examines the effect of corruption on international joint ventures
=g 9 2 3
gE = &3 _§ z ;g £45 g through the transaction cost theory perspective. He documents that
B 8 2 S n X . .
g 0¥ =28 ; % % s o corruption adds more costs to such ventures, but the experience of
- S @ = = . . . . .
Sy H£88TE E S8 % :So foreign partners in the country moderates this relationship.
< « EE . .
5 g " f 'S 3 E g E £E 4 Resource dependence theory provides a benchmark to explain the
&= a 8 » S o . . P : .
& EEgw g4 % 2 g g e power relationship between two parties in which one party can exercise
=5 5 .5 s =R . o .
Ta B E £% ¢ E agEE g power over the other (Pfeffer & Salancik, 1978). One study utilizes this
ft —_ =1 B=] B e . . . .
; E Tekh g T g 3 g & theory to analyze how firm managers in host countries gain the support
JSe=1 =1 < -8 = ] . . 1 : : :
‘é g EgEa3 = g% & s i of government officials by providing them with bribes because a foreign
& § = E i%% ; }QE g E ®y company has less power than local firms (Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016).
E=I] - 5 5 = 3 . .
5 s & g}g % g % g %E E ; Petrou (2015) uses the resource dependence viewpoint to document
cges = g 90 5 9 . . . . .
EggE TE K g 9 Egs g = that the arbitrariness of corruption in a host country has a negative
- o () 2] . T
z g5 §lap 48 % g & s § impact on a subsidiary’s performance.
B a = [%} j2} 1% = . . . . . .
% 2 E go 2 '% § p % £ "% 2 E g8 8 The greatest limitation of most of the theories used to investigate
g = % 2 9 2 S8 E SO . . . s .
s g : £ 6E g 25888 5t g corruption in international business is the lack of clarity in explaining
= =} =] = O M
= HREACSSEERSH &SSO the multidisciplinary and complex dynamics of corruption at the
country and firm levels. Therefore, we call for the extension of these
theories by considering corruption as a major factor.
5. A synthesis of corruption in international business
é In the 1990s, corruption emerged as one of the most serious global
= g political issues affecting international business (Mijares, 2015). To this
v . . . . .
g E & ’E day, corruption and bribery remain persistent and perplexing problems
§ i s % in investment and trading (Nichols, 2012). Therefore, one of the central
E" - -% £ 5 questions is: what are the antecedents and consequences of corruption
§ g 27 5 in international business? Fig. 4 illustrates our synthesis of the litera-
< — . . .1s
3 E 5 2z 8 ture that we used to explore the answer to this question. We utilized our
E‘% o % seven identified research streams to synthesize the antecedents and
[Z} g . . . . . .
g ;‘ S E ° consequences of corruption in the international business literature.
E=I=| g 8o [T
45 q = =
9 E E g & &0 5.1. Country (macro)level antecedents: Host and home country
& | =5 = 5% E
5 8 g Segg . .
é = & ; %L '; Country-level antecedents play a crucial role as determinants of
2 < E LT - - e s
1 E 2z 3 £ corruption in home and host countries. The key factors identified in
E research stream one (legislation against corruption in international
Té business) are the lack of international laws (Everett et al., 2006;
S Nichols, 2012) and non-enforcement of the OECD convention and FCPA
E in non-member countries (Kaikati et al., 2000; Klaw, 2012). Therefore,
2 it is essential to increase the bilateral implementation of anti-corruption
= laws through groups such as the WTO and the World Bank (Cuervo-
g Cazurra, 2008).
E k= g, In research stream two, scholars identified three factors that influ-
5 ) .
g a ence corruption: economic factors (Chen et al., ; Lopatta, Jaeschke,
: E pt factors (Chen et al., 2015; Lopatta, Jaeschk
<
g 2 2 : Tchikov, & Lodhia, 2017; Sanyal & Samanta, 2017; Sanyal, 2005),
8 iﬁ 2 E’ é z cultural factors (Roy & Goll, 2014), and other factors (Gao, 2011;
£ E E g ) i E 3 Sanyal & Samanta, 2017). Sanyal and Guvenli (2009) and Baughn et al.
§ ; £ ; .§ *E g % (2010) document the significant effect of economic and national cul-
g 2822 2 2 = tural factors on the likelihood of individuals and firms to engage in
S .2 8 & 3 o . .
s SR 28 Qv k= bribery (see also Hofstede, 1980). Gelbrich, Stedham, and Gathke
E (2016) identify and resolve some discrepancies in the measurement of
) cultural factors and confirm them as determinants of corruption. Frei
g p
= and Muethel (2017), Sanyal (2005), and Sanyal and Guvenli (2009)
_73 show that national cultural and economic factors lead to corrupt ac-
° tivities in both home and host countries.
o
L
<
2 5.2. Corruption
< =}
= w
fa) — =
§ = 2 a 2 Country-level antecedents lead to a higher level of corruption.
g G° a § = Corruption has two main causes: the demand side and the supply side
S|z |8 = 43 (Everett et al., 2006). Corruption is also divided into several types, such
: E § TEC o = as public (Pontell & Geis, 2007), private (Argandona, 2003), pervasive,
= |z g g § g and arbitrary (Rodriguez et al., 2005). Public corruption is further di-
S - . . -
& =z vided into four subtypes: petty and grand (Elliott, 1997) and organized
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and unorganized (Shleifer & Vishny, 1993). Analysts and researchers
measure corruption through structured interviews, surveys, and indexes
such as those of the World Bank and Transparency International.

5.2.1. Controlling for firm-level antecedents

Scholars have explored the country-level antecedents of the firm-
level consequences of corruption by controlling for firm-level ante-
cedents (see Fig. 4). Their goal is to determine how corruption impacts
the firm, which is the main subject of discussion in international busi-
ness. Therefore, the scholars control for multiple firm-level factors such
as size, age, sales, volume, asset growth, industry, international ex-
perience, ownership, loss frequency, leverage, length of operating
cycle, earnings volatility, profitability, and number of subsidiaries
(Chen et al., 2010; Driffield et al., 2013; Hung et al., 2018; Luo, 2006;
Roy & Oliver, 2009).

5.2.2. Extending the concepts of corruption

Cuervo-Cazurra (2016) proposes extending the five important firm
theories—agency, transaction cost economics, the resource-based view,
resource dependence, and the neo-institutional theory—by considering
corruption as a laboratory. Doh et al. (2003) also present a framework
for multinational enterprises that deal with corruption in international
business.

5.3. Firm-level consequences

As the fourth stream of research indicates, on the macro-level,
corruption affects the key players in international business with regard
to their earnings forecasts and management (Chen et al., 2010;
Lewellyn & Rosey, 2017), firm disclosures (Hung et al., 2018), risk-
taking (Boubakri et al., 2013), corporate social responsibility (Luo,
2006), international joint ventures (Hearn, 2015; Meschi, 2009; Roy &
Oliver, 2009), organizational legitimacy and decision making
(Rodriguez et al., 2005), the prosocial values of the firm (Muethel et al.,
2011), export performance (Krammer et al., 2018), the performance of
foreign affiliates and subsidiaries (Muellner et al., 2017; Petrou, 2015),
foreign affiliates’ ownership (Driffield et al., 2016), the firms’ volume of
activities and performance (Geleilate, Magnusson, Parente, & Alvarado-
Vargas, 2016; Lee & Hong, 2012; Tunyi & Ntim, 2016), social irre-
sponsibility (CSR) (Keig et al., 2015), entry mode strategy (Uhlenbruck
et al., 2006), SMEs’ performance (Kouznetsov, Dass, & Schmidt, 2014),
and the performance of mergers and acquisitions (M&A) (Brockman
et al., 2013).

5.3.1. Firm-level consequences: politics and corruption

As the fifth stream of research indicates, there is a connection be-
tween the political environment and corruption in international busi-
ness. Luo (2006) argues that in very corrupt host countries, politically
connected firms with few ethics engage in bribery. Similarly, politically
connected firms reflect the weak performance of mergers and acquisi-
tions (M&A), where the level of corruption is low in the host country.
Politically connected firms in corrupt countries also issue fewer earn-
ings forecasts (Hung et al., 2018). In contrast, Yim et al. (2017)
maintain that political connections are suitable for firms because lob-
bying has a more positive effect than bribes.
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5.4. Combating corruption

In the second research stream that explored combatting corruption
in international business, scholars determined that corruption is an ir-
regular tax and additional cost borne by society (Mauro, 1995; Shleifer
& Vishny, 1993). The IMF, OECD, UN, World Bank, EU, WTO, and
Transparency International all play a key role in combating corruption.
The 1997 conventions of the UN, OECD, and EU are major guidelines
for the formation of national laws and regulations against corruption
(Gantz, 1998). The implementation of the US Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act of 1977 and the OECD anti-bribery convention (Cuervo-Cazurra,
2008) is essential to overcome the issue of corruption in business
transactions. Rose-Ackerman (2002) and Kaptein (2004) suggest that
firms should establish ethical standards and business codes against
corruption.

6. Research agenda

The literature on corruption in international business is maturing
rapidly and covers multiple research areas. Nevertheless, there are still
aspects of corruption in international business that are essential to ex-
plore. To provide recommendations for the future research agenda, we
utilized a four-step methodology. First, we identified 79 influential
articles through bibliometric citation analysis. Second, we analyzed the
content of these influential articles through content analysis to de-
termine a future research agenda. Third, we converted the potential
research agenda into research questions and propositions. Finally, we
verified and excluded identified research questions that scholars have
already addressed. The procedure resulted in 14 future research ques-
tions (see Table 8), and 6 gaps in our knowledge and propositions for
addressing them.

6.1. Future research questions

6.1.1. Legislation against corruption in international business

This research stream builds on the papers about the EU, FCPA, and
OECD conventions to formulate international and national laws against
corruption in international business. Therefore, it is essential to explore
the real effects of these conventions on corruption in bribe-demanding
and bribe-supplying countries (Darrough, 2010). Furthermore, the
scope of the analysis of anti-corruption legislation needs to be broa-
dened to the country level to ascertain the role of national laws such as
the 1999 Australian Criminal Act and the 1998 Canadian Corruption of
Foreign Public Officials Act in combatting corruption in the host and
home countries (Mijares, 2015; Pedigo & Marshall, 2009).

6.1.2. The determinants of corruption in international business

In this stream, the research focuses on the economic (Roy & Goll,
2014; Sanyal & Guvenli, 2009) and cultural factors (Armstrong, 1992;
Tsalikis & Latour, 1995) that affect the level of corruption in interna-
tional business. However, these factors are multi-faceted. Therefore, we
must examine their link with the sustainability indicators of a country
(including the avoidance of corruption) (Roy & Goll, 2014). Gender also
affects a firm’s behavior about bribery, but it is interesting to explore
the role of gender in CEO-plurality firms (Tuliao & Chen, 2017). The
existence of a prior colonial relationship (for example, between the
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Table 5

Key methods used in the literature on corruption in IB.
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Type

References

Qualitative Analysis

Quantitative Analysis

Method No. of articles®
Content Analysis 35
Document Analysis 12
Contextual Analysis 5
Case Study 2
Regression (OLS) 20
Panel Regression 17
Probit Model 07
Logistic regression 1
Multinomial Logit 3
Regressions

Binomial Regression 1
Tobit Model 1
Hierarchical Regression 7
Analysis

Structural Equation 2
Modeling

Fuzzy-set Analysis 1
Bayesian Analysis 1
Propensity Score Matching 1
ANOVA 1
ANCOVA 1
MANOVA 1
Meta-Analysis 1
Delphi Method 1

Rodriguez et al., 2006; Kaptein, 2004; Everett et al., 2006; Krueger, 2009; Blanc et al., 2019; Cuervo-
Cazurra, 2016; Xie et al., 2017; Weber & Getz, 2004; Windsor, 2004; Galang, 2012; Celentani et al.,
2004; Frei & Muethel, 2017; Nichols, 2012; Foster, 2015; Doh et al., 2003; Marat, 2015; Funk, Trevifio, &
Funk, 2017; Maria, 2010; Lord & Levi, 2017; Lambsdorff, 2013; Hefendehl, 2010; Fard & Hassanpour,
2016; Hotchkiss, 1998; Mijares, 2015; Armstrong, 1992; Pedigo & Marshall, 2009; Cleveland et al., 2009;
Darrough, 2010; Osuji, 2011; Blanc et al., 2019; Guvenli & Sanyal, 2012; Kouznetsov et al., 2014; Bondy
et al., 2008; Kaptein, 2004; Horak, 2018.

Kaikati et al., 2000; Pacini et al., 2002; Kaptein, 2004; Everett et al., 2006; Argandona, 2003; Nichols,
2012; George et al., 1998; Foster, 2015; Wenhao & Ahmad, 2011; Klaw, 2012; Laudone, 2016; Spalding,
2011.

Czinkota & Skuba, 2014; Keig et al., 2015; Rodriguez et al., 2005; Doh et al., 2003.

Blanc et al., 2019; Lambsdorff, 2013; Guo et al., 2018

Jensen et al., 2010; Chen et al., 2010; Hung et al., 2018; Sanyal, 2005; Peng & Beamish, 2008; Baughn
et al., 2010; Jiménez, 2010; Roy & Goll, 2014; Driffield et al., 2013; Gelbrich et al., 2016; Muellner et al.,
2017; Meschi, 2009; Lee & Hong, 2012; Rose-Ackerman, 2002; Mazar & Aggarwal, 2011; Zhu, 2017;
Gao, 2011; Sanyal & Guvenli, 2009; Oesterle & Bjorn, 2017.

Boubakri et al., 2013; Brockman et al., 2013; Hung et al., 2018; Peng & Beamish, 2008; Driffield et al.,
2013; Pantzalis et al., 2008; Uhlenbruck et al., 2006; Mornah & Macdermott, 2018; Sambharya &
Rasheed, 2015; Jiménez, 2011; Lopatta et al., 2017; Mukherjee, 2018; Dikova et al., 2016; Kaczmarek &
Newman, 2011; Sanyal & Samanta, 2017; Yim et al., 2017; Cuervo-Cazurra, 2006, 2008.

Hung et al., 2018; Driffield et al., 2013; Krammer et al., 2018; Perez et al., 2012; He et al., 2015; Brada
et al., 2012.

Hearn, 2015.

Driffield et al., 2016; Tunyi & Ntim, 2016; Gomes et al., 2018; Jiménez, Marcelus, Guoliang, & Jiang,
2017

Keig et al., 2015

He et al., 2015

Roy & Goll, 2014; Petrou, 2015; Lewellyn & Rosey, 2017; Chen et al., 2015; Muethel et al., 2011;
Lewellyn & Rosey, 2017; Tuliao & Chen, 2017

Luo, 2006; Roy & Oliver, 2009

Pajunen, 2008

Franke & Richey, 2010/41

Brockman et al., 2013

Tsalikis & Latour, 1995

Wu & Huang, 2013

Huang, Liu, Zheng, Tan, & Zhao, 2015
Geleilate et al., 2016

Czinkota & Ronkainen, 2019

Note: The table lists the qualitative and quantitative methods researchers use to study corruption in international business.

2 Some papers utilize more than one method.

Table 6
Data sources and measurement of corruption in the literature.
Measurement of Corruption Date Source Articles  Reference
Corruption Variable Questionnaire/Interview/Survey 6 Luo, 2006; Roy & Oliver, 2009; Muethel et al., 2011; Petrou, 2015; Zhu, 2017;
Gao, 2011.
Corruption Perception Index Transparency International 22 Cuervo-Cazurra, 2008; Franke & Richey, 2010; Chen et al., 2010; Brockman et al.,

Corruption Index

Corruption Index
Corruption Index

World Governance indicator

Pervasiveness and Arbitrariness of
Corruption

Corruption Index

Bribery Survey of Firms

Bribery Survey of Firms
Corruption Index

2013; Sanyal, 2005; Peng & Beamish, 2008; Roy & Goll, 2014; Jiménez, 2010;
Baughn et al., 2010; Gelbrich et al., 2016; Tunyi & Ntim, 2016; Muellner et al.,
2017; Keig et al., 2015; Meschi, 2009; Gomes et al., 2018; Uhlenbruck et al.,
2006; Mornah & Macdermott, 2018; Jiménez, 2011; Oesterle & Bjorn, 2017;
Kaczmarek & Newman, 2011; Sanyal & Samanta, 2017; Brada et al., 2012.

9 Jensen et al., 2010; Muethel et al., 2011; Lewellyn & Rosey, 2017; Tunyi & Ntim,
2016; Keig et al., 2015; Lee & Hong, 2012; Jiménez, Marcelus, Guoliang, & Jiang,
2017; Mornah & Macdermott, 2018; Cuervo-Cazurra, 2006.

The International Country Risk Guide 5 Boubakri et al., 2013; Driffield et al., 2013, 2016; Meschi, 2009; Mukherjee, 2018
Corruption (German exporters index- 1 Hung et al., 2018

Neumann, 1994)

World Business Environment Survey 1 Uhlenbruck et al., 2006

GLOBE-Survey 1 Mazar & Aggarwal, 2011

Productivity and Investment Climate Survey 1

(PICS) of the World Bank Group
World Bank's Enterprise Survey
World Competitiveness Yearbook

Tuliao & Chen, 2017

1 Yim et al., 2017
1 Pajunen, 2008

Note: The table lists the data sources and measurements of corruption in the international business literature.
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Table 7
Theories used in the literature on corruption in IB.
Theory Articles  References
Institutional Theory 17 Roy & Oliver, 2009; Baughn et al., 2010; Roy & Goll, 2014; Yi et al., 2017; Krammer et al., 2018; Hearn, 2015; Lewellyn & Rosey,
2017; Tunyi & Ntim, 2016; Muellner et al., 2017; Keig et al., 2015; Lee & Hong, 2012; Rodriguez et al., 2005; Uhlenbruck et al.,
2006; Oesterle & Bjorn, 2017; Dikova et al., 2016; Pantzalis et al., 2008.
Agency Theory 5 Boubakri et al., 2013; Yi et al., 2017; Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016; Chen et al., 2015; Tuliao & Chen, 2017.
New-Institutional Theory 3 Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016; Lambsdorff, 2013; Gao, 2011
Resource-Based View 2 Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016; Yim et al., 2017
Transaction Cost Theory 2 Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016; Meschi, 2009
Resource Dependence Theory 2 Petrou, 2015; Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016
Theory of Structuration 1 Luo, 2006
Socialization Theory 1 Muethel et al., 2011
Legitimacy Theory 1 Blanc et al., 2019
Diversification and Portfolio Theory 1 Jiménez, 2010
Stakeholder Theory 1 Roy & Goll, 2014
Property Rights Theory 1 Driffield et al., 2016
Anomie Theory 1 Chen et al., 2015
Self-Selection Theory 1 Gomes et al., 2018

Note: The table lists the key theories used or tested by scholars in the literature on corruption in international business.

United Kingdom and India) between bribe-demanding and bribe-sup-
plying countries may affect the propensity to engage in bribery (Baughn

et al., 2010).

6.1.3. Combating corruption in international business

This research stream focuses on a practical analysis of anti-corrup-
tion measures and methods. An empirical examination of the impact of
the extensive extraterritorial powers of the US, EU, and OECD on cor-
ruption in home and host countries across several industries is essential
(Kaczmarek & Newman, 2011; Pacini et al., 2002). Cultural, economic,
and individual factors might moderate this impact. Moreover, the in-
terdependence between antecedents (at the national,

A. Antecedents

Country (macro) Level-Host and Home

Country Factors:

Stream 1: The Legislation against

corruption in IB

« Lack of intemational laws (Nichols,
2012; Everett et al., 2006).

« Non-enforcement of OECD convention
and FCPA law in non-member countries
(Klaw, 2012; Kaikati et al. 2000).

Stream 2: The determinants of corruption

in IB

Economic Factors:

® Higher taxes, Customs duties (Sanyal,
2005).

® income inequality (Chen et al., 2015).

® Financial Constraints (Lopatta et al.,
2017).

® Economic freedom index (Sanyal &
Samanta, 2017).

Cultural Factors:

* Power distance, individualism,
masculinity, Uncertainty avoidance by
Hofstede (Sanyal, 2009; Baughn et al.,
2010)

o Individual culture; performance-based
culture (PBC), socially supportive culture
(SSC) and gender egalitarianism culture
(GEC) (Roy & Goll, 2014).

® Culture discrepancy (Gelbrich et al.,

2016)
Other Factors:
® Coercive  isomorphism: (govemnment

intervention and government efficiency)
and mimetic isomorphism (Other firms’
bribery behaviors) (Gao, 2011).

® Corporate social responsibility index
(Lopatta et al., 2017).

® Democracy index (Sanyal & Samanta,
2017).

* Human development index (Sanyal &
Samanta, 2017).

® Gender of Manager and CEO (Tuliao &
Chen, 2017)

firm, and

individual levels) and consequences (at the national and firm levels)
might affect the process of combating corruption in international

business (Frei & Muethel, 2017).

6.1.4. The effect of corruption on firms in international business

This research area consists of studies on the challenges facing firms
and the influence of corruption on them (Cuervo-Cazurra, 2008; Roy &
Oliver, 2009; Uhlenbruck et al., 2006). Firms need to explore the cost
and effect of corruption on their reputation, productivity, and export
capabilities. Scholars must determine whether other variables such as
entrepreneurship, innovation, and marketing capabilities mediate the

relationship between corruption and a firm’s reputation, productivity,

‘l/ Nature of Corruption:

: Demand-Side of Corruption:
1 o financial and non-financial
: benefits to Public & Private
i Officials (Cuervo-Cazurra,
| 2016).

| 2. Supply-Side of Corruption:
[ e financial and non-financial
1 benefits to individuals and
\ firms/MNEs (Cuervo-Cazurra,
H 2016).

| Categories of Corruption:
| ¢Public Corruption Organized
] coruption &  Unorganized
I corruption (Shleifer & Vishny,
| 1993).

| ePetty comuption & Grand
| corruption (Elliot, 1997).
| ¢ Pervasive corruption & Arbitrary
| corruption (Rodriguez et al.
I 2005).

i  Private Corruption (Argandona,
I 2003).

: Measurement of Corruption

| Primary Sources

| ® Survey or structured interviews
| (Petrou, 2015).

: Secondary Sources

£ & Corruption perception index by
i Transparency international

: (Cuervo-Cazuira, 2008).

| World Bank Govemance index
} (Jensen et al., 2010).

| ® The Intemational Country Risk
\ Guide (Boubakii et al.,2013).

L AlComwos

Firm- level Antecedents (Controls):

Firm/MNEs Level Factors:

Stream 4: The Effect of Corruption on Firm

in IB

« Intemational Joint Ventures (ITV) (Roy &
Oliver, 2009; Heam, 2015; Meschi, 2009).

« Eaming forecast and management (Chen et
al., 2010: Lewellyn & Rosey, 2017).

« Prosocial values of the firm (Muethel et al.,
2011).

« Manager voluntary disclosure (Hung et al.,
2018).

« Export performance of MNEs (Krammer et

al, 2018).

Foreign affiliates/subsidiary performance

(Petrou, 2015; Muellner et al., 2017).

Foreign affiliates ownership (Driffield et

al., 2016).

« MNEs activities volume and performance

(Tunyi & Ntim, 2016; Geleilate et al., 2016;

Lee & Hong, 2012).

Multinational enterprise social

irresponsibility (CSiR) (Keig et al., 2015)

« Entry mode strategy of MNEs (Uhlenbruck

etal., 2006).

SMEs performance (Kouznetsov, Dass, &

Schmidt, 2014).

« Corporate Risk -Taking (Boubakri et
al.,2013).

® Size, age, sales, volume, asset growth (Luo, 2006).

* Industry. intemational experience, ownership (Roy &
Oliver, 2009).

 Leverage, loss frequency, length of operating cycle (Chen
et al., 2010).

© Return on assets, market to book ratio, earning to volatility,
accounting standards (Hung et al., 2018).

* Number of subsidiaries, profitability (Driffield et al., 2013)

C.1. Consequences- Politics and Corruption

Stream 5: The Political Environment and Corruption in

B

® Political connected firms-low level of ethics engages in
bribe-giving (Luo, 2006).

 Political lobbying has positive than corruption-firm
performance (Yim, Lu, & Choi, 2017).

o Political connected firms-low level of mergers &
acquision (M &A) performance if corruption is low
(Brockman, Rui, and Zou, 2013).

* Political connected firms-issue fewer eamings forecasts in
corrupt countries (Hung, Kim, & Li, 2018).

=

[ D. Combating Corruption }

« Performance of mergers &
(M&A) (Brockman et al., 2013).

« Organizational legitimacy and decision
making (Rodriguez et al., 2005).

Stream 3: Combating Corruption in IB
* Foreign Corrupt Practices Act of 1977 (Hotchkiss,1998).

e US extraterritorial intervention against corruption
(Kaczmarek & Newman, 2011).

* OECD convention (Cuervo-Cazura, 2008).

* Ethical standards, business codes (Rose-Ackerman, 2002;
Kaptein, 2004).

Stream 6: Corruption as a challenge to existing theories o mana ement in IB

1 1

« Extension of agency. tr ion cost

resource d

2016).

and neo-institutional theories by considering corruption as a labomroxy (Cuervo-Cazurra,

d view,

Fig. 4. A synthesis of the literature on corruption in IB.
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Table 8
Future research questions.

International Business Review 29 (2020) 101660

Research streams

Future research questions

Author (s)/Year

What is the effect of EU, FCPA, and OECD conventions on corruption, particularly in

How do the 1999 Australian Criminal Act and 1998 Canadian Corruption of Foreign
Public Officials Act impact the propensity of Australian and Canadian individuals or

Which combination of the gender of the principal (chair of the board) and manager
(CEO) is more effective in reducing the firm’s propensity to bribe in CEO plurality

What is the effect of cultural and economic factors on the country’s sustainability
indicators such as environmental performance, human development, and the
avoidance of corruption around the world? Is there any interrelationship among the

How do prior colonial relationships (for example, the United Kingdom and India)
between bribery-supplying and bribery-receiving countries affect the propensity to

The Legislation Against Corruption in International 1
Business countries that demand and supply bribes?
2
MNE:s to bribe foreign public officials in the home and host country?
The Determinants of Corruption in International 3
Business
firms?
4
country’s sustainability indicators as well?
5
bribe in international business?
Combating Corruption in International Business 6

How do the extensive extraterritorial powers of the United States and the EU, such

Darrough (2010)

Mijares (2015)

Tuliao and Chen (2017)

Roy and Goll (2014)

Baughn et al. (2010)

Kaczmarek and Newman (2011)

as financial services, antitrust laws, and product scope combat corruption in the
host country, particularly in a highly corrupt industry and country? How do
economic and cultural factors mediate this relationship?

7 Is there any interdependence between the antecedents (poor management, poor

Frei and Muethel (2017)

leadership, culture, economic factors, lack of the rule of law) and consequences
(poverty, inflation, reduction in foreign direct investment, and trade) of corruption
in international business? How does this interdependence impact the process of

combating corruption?

The Effect of Corruption on Firms in International 8
Business

What is the actual cost of bribery such as fines, time and resources, and lawsuits for
firms, and how does bribery affect the firm’s reputation?
9 What is the effect of corruption on the firm’s productivity and exports, and how do

Cleveland et al. (2009)

Gomes et al. (2018)

other variables such as levels of entrepreneurship, innovation, and marketing
capabilities mediate this relationship, particularly in highly corrupt countries?

The Political Environment and Corruption in 10
International Business

role?

11  Which has a stronger impact on the financial performance of the firm-corporate

What is the effect of political connections or political risk on the CSR activities of
firms in the host and home country, and how does corruption play a moderating

Rodriguez et al. (2006)

Yim et al. (2017)

political activities (firm’s political connections or CEO’s political connections) or
bribery in the host country, and do financial crises play a moderating role?

How can we extend the existing theories of the firm (agency, transaction cost
economics, resource-based view, resource-dependence, and neo-institutional

Cuervo-Cazurra (2016)

theory) by considering corruption as a laboratory in international business?

Corruption as a Challenge to Existing Theories of 12
Management in International Business
The Effect of Corruption on Foreign Direct 13
Investment and Trade in International Business
moderate this link?
14

moderate it?

What is the effect of political connections or political risk on inward and outward
foreign direct investment in the home and host country, and how does corruption

What is the effect of corruption on inward and outward foreign direct investment in
the home and host country, and how do political connections or political risk

Rodriguez et al. (2006), Cuervo-
Cazurra (2006)

Rodriguez et al. (2006), Cuervo-
Cazurra (2006)

Note: The table lists 14 future research questions.

and export capabilities (Cleveland, Favo, Frecka, & Owens, 2009;
Gomes et al., 2018).

6.1.5. The political environment and corruption in international business

This stream focuses on the relationship between politics, corporate
social responsibility, and corruption in international business (Galang,
2012; Luo, 2006). Future research in the field could investigate the
direct and indirect associations between these components. It could also
examine the effect of political connections or political risks on the
corporate responsibility activities of multinational enterprises and
whether corruption moderates this association (Rodriguez et al., 2006).
Furthermore, a comparison of the relative advantages of corporate
political lobbying vs. bribery for a firm’s performance and how fi-
nancial crises moderate this relationship would help managers choose
between the two approaches (Yim et al., 2017).

19

6.1.6. Corruption as a challenge to existing theories of management in
international business

This research stream is in its infancy. Given that corruption is a very
complex problem, Cuervo-Cazurra (2016) recommends revisiting and
confirming existing theories of the firm (agency, transaction cost eco-
nomics, resource-based view, resource-dependence, and neo-institu-
tional theory) by considering corruption as a laboratory.

6.1.7. The effect of corruption on foreign direct investment and trade in
international business

This stream builds on studies that explore the effect of corruption on
foreign direct investment (FDI) and trade in international business
(Habib & Zurawicki, 2002). Future research could focus on the impact
of political connections or political risks on inward and outward foreign
direct investment and the moderating effect of corruption in the home
and host countries. We also suggest broadening this focus to explore the
impact of corruption on inward and outward foreign direct investment
and the moderating role of political connections or political risks in the
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home and host countries (Cuervo-Cazurra, 2006; Rodriguez et al.,
2006).

6.2. Gaps in our knowledge and propositions for dealing with them

Our review also revealed a number of gaps in our knowledge about
corruption in international business related to context, methods, theo-
retical frameworks, and measurements (Gilal, Zhang, Paul, & Gilal,
2019; Kedia & Lahiri, 2007; Paul & Rosado-Serrano, 2019; Paul &
Sanchez-Morcilio, 2019; Terjesen et al., 2013). We discuss these re-
search gaps and our proposals for dealing with them below.

6.2.1. Context of key studies

The most cited articles examine the effect of corruption on the firm
(e.g., Keig et al., 2015; Lee & Hong, 2012; Hearn, 2015; Tunyi & Ntim,
2016). Indeed, the firm is the main topic of interest in international
business. However, we observed that, when analyzing the relationship
between corruption and the firm, researchers control for firm-level
factors such as performance, operations, earnings management, and
profitability. We believe that researchers should examine the relation-
ship between corruption and firm-level factors, which are controlled in
the literature. Therefore, we propose that:

Proposition 1. Firm-level factors such as age, industry, size, international
experience, ownership, sales, loss frequency, and length of the operating
cycle prompt firms to engage in bribery when conducting international
business.

6.2.2. Key methods

Table 5 reports that studies on corruption in international business
usually use content analysis (Cuervo-Cazurra, 2016; Krueger, 2009),
regressions (Boubakri et al., 2013; Jiménez, 2011), and document
analysis (Kaptein, 2004; Pacini et al., 2002). However, a challenge for
international business researchers is to confirm the effect of corruption
on firms, their tendency to engage in bribery, and inward foreign direct
investment. To accomplish these goals, other forms of analysis are
needed. Therefore, we propose that:

Proposition 2. Utilizing meta-analysis and network analysis will be useful
in exploring the effect of corruption on firms, their tendency to engage in
bribery, and inward foreign direct investment at the firm and country level.

6.2.3. Measurement of corruption

Most studies used data about corruption from country-level indexes
such as Transparency International, World Governance Indicators, and
the International Country Risk Guide. As Table 6 indicates, only six
papers used primary firm-level survey data. We believe that firm-level
surveys and interviews about corruption will be useful in identifying
anti-corruption measures in international business. Therefore, we pro-
pose that:

Proposition 3. A firm-level survey to measure the level of corruption and
identify the factors that lead to a firm to engage in bribery will be useful for
initiating attempts to combat corruption in international business.
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6.2.4. Theoretical frameworks

The most frequently utilized framework to predict a firm’s en-
gagement in corruption in international business is an institutional
theory (Dikova et al., 2016; Krammer et al., 2018; North, 1990; Scott,
1995). Based on this framework, the literature suggests that by im-
proving the quality of institutions, the adverse effects of corruption can
be minimized in international business. Therefore, we propose that:

Proposition 4. Improving the quality of institutions in terms of the rule of
law and the structure of government will reduce the level of corruption and
tendency of a firm to engage in bribery when conducting international
business.

The second most frequently utilized theoretical framework is the
neo-institutional perspective, which is quite popular in the organiza-
tional field and international business. It maintains that firms respond
to the cognitive, normative, and regulatory pressures of the community
and society where they operate (DiMaggio & Powell, 1983). Gao (2010)
also confirmed the effect of mimetic isomorphism on the tendency of
international firms operating in China to engage in bribery because they
see other firms in the business community doing so. Consequently, we
posit that:

Proposition 5. Coercive, mimetic, and normative isomorphism affect the
level of corruption at the country level as well.

Finally, researchers utilize agency theory to explore corruption and
international business (Boubakri et al., 2013; Chen et al., 2015; Stulz,
2005; Tuliao & Chen, 2017). Managers’ decisions to engage in bribery
and corrupt activities nationally and internationally result in agency
problems. However, managers defend these actions on the grounds that
they are beneficial for the firm. Therefore, we propose that:

Proposition 6. The firm’s managers' involvement in bribery and corrupt
activities nationally and internationally is for their own self-interests rather
than those of the firm, which leads to agency problems.

7. Conclusion

Based on our in-depth review of corruption in international busi-
ness, we have several policy recommendations. First, strong interna-
tional laws are needed to minimize the negative impact of corruption
on foreign direct investment, trade, business, and firms. Second, firms
are the key players in international business. Therefore, managers and
policymakers need to consider corruption when formulating the firms’
organizational structure and creating strategies to increase operational
efficiency and performance. Third, the establishment of an organiza-
tional anti-corruption architecture system in firms is essential to over-
come corruption in international business. Finally, corruption chal-
lenges some key assumptions of existing theories of management.
Scholars need to test and expand these existing theories by considering
corruption as an important issue in international business.
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Appendix A
Table Al
The list of papers that creates the citation map.
No. on Authors/Year TLC TGC No. on Authors/Year TLC TGC No. on Authors/Year TLC TGC
Map Map Map
37 influential articles based on TLC = 1
1 Armstrong (1992) 1 16 26 Luo (2006) 6 98 47 Chen et al. (2010) 8 59
3 Tsalikis and Latour (1995) 1 29 29 Argandona (2003) 1 18 51 Mazar and Aggarwal (2011) 3 58
4 Hotchkiss (1998) 1 30 33 Sanyal and Guvenli 3 12 52 Osuji (2011) 1 26
(2009)
8 George et al. (1998) 5 41 37 Roy and Oliver (2009) 1 49 56 Guvenli and Sanyal (2012) 1 1
9 Kaikati et al. (2000) 6 26 38 Krueger (2009) 1 6 58 Galang (2012) 1 30
11 Pacini et al. (2002) 6 26 39 Cleveland et al. (2009) 3 26 59 Nichols (2012) 1 12
14 Doh et al. (2003) 11 104 41 Baughn et al. (2010) 3 32 60 Klaw (2012) 1 5
15 Kaptein (2004) 1 197 42 Darrough (2010) 1 12 61 Antonakas, Giokas, and Konstantopoulos 2 2
(2013)
17 Weber and Getz (2004) 3 13 45 Franke and Richey 1 41 62 Lawton et al. (2012) 1 75
(2010)
20 Rodriguez et al. (2005) 15 200 46 Jensen et al. (2010) 7 42 64 Boubakri et al. (2013) 1 43
21 Sanyal (2005) 14 66 47 Chen et al. (2010) 8 59 65 Lambsdorff (2013) 1 10
24 Uhlenbruck et al. (2006) 12 150 51 Mazar and Aggarwal 3 58 67 Brockman et al. (2013) 1 29
(2011)
25 Rodriguez et al. (2006) 8 181 52 Osuji (2011) 1 26 82 Chen et al. (2015) 1 2
102 Lord and Levi (2017) 1 3
The 39 articles that cited these 37 influential articles.
23 Everett et al. (2006) 0 37 90 Gelbrich et al. (2016) 0 1 70 Kouznetsov et al. (2014) 0 3
75 Foster (2015) 0 1 101 Xie et al. (2017) 0 11 104 Jiménez, Marcelus, Guoliang, & Jiang, 0 2
2017)
54 Spalding (2011) 0 9 107 Yi et al. (2017) 0 0 112 Hung et al. (2018) 0 0
44 Gao (2010) 0 3 27 Cuervo-Cazurra (2006) 0 196 114 Mukherjee (2018) 0 0
80 Mijares (2015) 0 1 30 Cuervo-Cazurra (2008) 0 70 105 Lewellyn and Rosey (2017) 0 0
103 Frei and Muethel (2017) 0 0 55 Wenhao and Ahmad 0 1 115 Karhunen et al. (2018) 0 0
(2011)
53 Kaczmarek and Newman 0 24 88 Cuervo-Cazurra (2016) 0 28 91 Laudone (2016) 0 1
(2011)
50 Gao (2011) 0 3 100 Yim et al. (2017) 0 2 36 Pedigo and Marshall (2009) 0 6
81 Huang, Liu, Zheng, Tan, & 0 2 84 Petrou (2015) 0 1 19 Windsor (2005) 0 0
Zhao, 2015
99 Tuliao and Chen (2017) 0 3 72 Roy and Goll (2014) 0 10 12 Rose-Ackerman (2002) 0 39
98 Sanyal and Samanta (2017) 0 0 106 Gomes et al. (2018) 0 0 68 Antonakas, Konstantopoulos, and 0 0
Seimenis (2014)
66 Wu and Huang (2013) 0 0 63 Driffield et al. (2013) 0 21 113 Lord et al. (2018) 0 2
92 Srivastava et al. (2016) 0 8 97 Oesterle and Bjorn 0 0

(2017)

Note: The table shows the details of the 76 articles that shape the citation map. They include the original 37 influential articles based on TLC = 1 plus the 39 articles

that cite these 37 influential articles.
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